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"'^° ''kHO THE BATTLES FOR ITS POSSESSION 

FOREWORD 



The town of Ypres lies in a aopf of niitural hapin formed by a maritime 
plain intersectod by canal?, and dorninatpd on ttic north, north-east and 
soiitli by low woniieil hills. 

Tlieso canala, of wliicii the Yser Canal \^ IMc most important, follow a 
^neral direction soiith~cast — north-wesl. A niimhpr of streams flowing 
In the same direction also waiter the plain. In udclllicni, there arc the Dicke- 
busch, Ziflchclie and Dellewanrdc i^onds. 

The hill' fonninfr liie sides of IhPs liHsin arc very low and partly wooded. 
The hno of tlmir ercsts runs approxjnintcly from norlh (o south, throiiKh 
Hoiithiilst Forest (road from I'oelcappelle lo CliM'cken). Poelcaprellc, 
Passe hcndacle. nrouilscinilp. Boi'i'liiere. (rheliivelt. the Mrale^flc Elevation 
GO (south of Zillobekc) and St. Fli>i. riirllicr south is the Messines-Wyts- 
chaete ridge, ninl to tlie sonfli-wesl Ihe Hills of Manders. 

Houthulst Forest is the largest of the woods. Next come tlic islets o[ 
Weslroosebekc and Passe henda el c. tlien, south of Zonnebeke, Polygone 
Wood, Nonne-Bosschen (or Nonnw] Wood, and the Woods of Glencorse, 
Inverness and Herentha^re. 

In this region, with its casentinlly niarittme cUmntn, the war assumed 
a characterentirely different from that of yie rest of the front. The marshy 
ground, almost at sea-level, is further sodden by constant rain and mists, 
and forms a sponi^y mass, in whicli it was impossible to dig trenches or 
underground shelters. Water is found immediately below the surface, 
so that tJie only possible defence-works were parapets. The bursting shells 
made huge craters which, promptly filling with water, became so many 
death-traps for wounded and unwoundcd alike. 

The defence on both sides consequently centred around the woods, 
villages, and numerous farms, which were converted into redoubts «ilti 
concrete blockliouses and deep wire entanglements. The slightest bits of 
rising t;roimd here played an Important pari, and were fiercely disputed. 
The crests which dominate tlie basin of Ypres wore used as observation- 
posts — the lowering sky being usually unfavourable for aerial observation — 
while their conn ler-s lopes masked the concen tralions of troops for the attacks. 

It was therefore along the line of crests and around the fortified farms 
that the flghling reached its mnNliiium of intensity. 

Tlie principal military opcralioiis whieli took place in Ihe vicinity of the 
town between October l!>H. and Ni.vmilicr, 1917, may he divided ss 
follows : — First, a powerful (leriiiaii offcn^ive^a coiinlcr-stroke to the 
battles of tlie Ysei^-tlien a verv delinile (■fforl lo take tlie town. The rUe 
of the Allied armies was at Ihai nine purely defensive. 

The second stage was marked by Urilish and Franco-Drillsli offensives, 
bogun in the swond halt of litlH and ecmsiderably developed during the 
summer ami aiiliimn of the follnning year. The obje<'t of these opera- 
tiona, whicli ended in ?«oveml>er. 1917. was Ihe clearing of Ypres. All the 
objectives were attained and Ihe pliiins of Flanders were 0| eneil to (he Allies. 

A final elTorl hy the (lerniaiis in great strength (o the south of the town 
was checked by the resistance of the Allies in April. 1018. In September 
and October, 1918, the enemy troops finally evacuated the country under 
pressure of the victorious Allied oRcnsive. 



IPhnlo Imperial War Museum, London.), 



THE GERMAN OFFENSIVE OF 1014 

[October 29-Novembor 15, 1914.) 



Preliminary Operations. 

After the victory ot Uie Marne, which drove the Germans north of the 
Aisiie, began llie operations known as " the Race to tlic Sea. " Each side 
endeavoured to outpace the other, witli the object of surrounding tlie 
enemy's marching -wing. 

This remarkable " Race to the Sea " — a widely extended movcmeiil 
spJendidly carried out l)y General Foch, and in which the Allied forces in 
their march towards the north constantly onlstrippod Iho enemy — miglil 
have been used as the starting-point for a grand Allied offensive against the 
German right, but tlie exhaustion ot the Belgian army, after the terrible 
trials which it had just gone through in its retreat on the Ysor — following 
on the fall ot Antwerp — and the delays in the transport ot the British troops 
from the Aisne front to tlie north, prevented tlie developiiicnt ot this 
{Tensive. 

It was therefore only possible for the Allied armies to lix their front and 
make it impregnable. 

The stages oC this race to the sea and the fixation ot the front took place 
between September 20 and October 23, 1914. 



The Forces Engaged. 

(October 1914.) 

When the First Battle otYpreaopenod, the British Forces in line between 
Zonncbeke and Armentiferes comprised tour divisions oF infantry and two 
weak cavalry divisions, i. e, tlie l$t and 2nd Divisions of Llie 1st Corps 








(Haig), llie 7tli Division (Ca|)[.er) — the nucleus *it tlie 4tlL Corps — the 
4tli Division of the 3rd Corps, and 2 divisions of Alleiiby's Cuvalry Corps. 

Three other Britisli divisions held the front between Arnienlieres and 
LaBassie, hut did not take piirt in tlic battle. 

Facing these weak forces were the <icrnian IVlh Army, consisting ot the 
Xlllth, XVth and With active Corps, anil the Ilnd Bavarian Corps, 
reinforced during the battle by a Division of the (luards. 

The UHtish Cavalry Corps had to face several Genuan Cavalry Corps. 

To make up for their selbaeli in the race to liie sea, (he German High 
Command decided on a strenuous eflort to break Ihruugii the Allies' front 
at Ypres. The " Battle Tor Calais " was abont to begin. 

The enemy confidently expected to reach the coast, ttwm. -«\\\<^.-> We.-^ 



The GeiiMAN Thrust op October 29-30, 1914 (29-30/10). 

hoped to cx]iosc Britain lo siicli pei'ii as would break down Um pride of 
tliat (roiiLilcsume enemy. 

The German attack lii'ttan on Ocloljei- 29 under tlie eye ot Llie Kaiser, 
who, for tlie followlne five days, tooli up Jiis quarters at Tliielt, wlieuce he 
arraaifed to malicn trilimplLul rntry into Vpres. 

I^OT gov('nleeii days (Uclolicr aO-Noveniber 15) tlie (lermaii regiments, 
elated by tlie jireseiico ot UiDic l^inperoT, foiigJit with nnlieard-of frenzy and 
en utter disresjurd of losses in their frantic ultaelfs against tlie Yprcs 
salient. 

To the east of Ypres tlie action toughl between I'oelcappelle and Glie- 
liivelt tailed. 

The fierce German attacks, in spite ot the masses of men engaged, 
broke down before the stubborn resistance ot the Allies. 



In a coil ntt'r- often si ve llie Brilisli, sujijiortcii on llioir left by French 
Uivisloris, rDn<:tii!il tlio villaf-c of Bucoliioru, between Zoniiebeke and Ghe- 
luvelt, but ttcro unable to bolil it. 

Further south, Llic Brilish nere turceil tii iibniiiJon Zandvoorde and 
Hollcbeke. 

Gheluvclt, (Irst lost on October 30, was recaptured on the 31st in a 
counler-atlack by tlic 1st Corps, 

Supported by three French battniiiins the British subseqaenlly repulsed 
all attacks and successtuify barn'd the road from Menin to Ypres. 

On the evening: o[ the 31st, tliu line in the easlcrn sector ran as follows : 
east of Frozcnbor^, Gheluvelt, east of Klein Zillebeke and the bend In the 
canal to the nortli-east of Hollebeke. 



The Germans were more successful to the south-east. After an Intense 
bombardment tliey attacked, on October 30, from Saint- Yves to Wy tscheele, 
and obtained a footing: in I^essines, from whicli, hotvever, tliey ^ere imme- 
diately driven by a counter-attack. 

On October 31, tbe Germans, after concentrating enormous masses of 
troops between Oosttaverne and Rooiebeek Canal, made a frcsli attack. 
In the morning they gained a tooling in the eastern outskirts of Messines, but 
could get no further, thanlts to a counter-attack by three French battalions 
with twelve guns from St. Eloi. 

The Germans, however, redoubled their efforts, and towards noon, after 
a fierce struggle in the streets of Messines, tlie British cavalry were gradually 
Forced back, but clung desperately to the western outskirts of the village. 
At about 3 p. m. a fierce struggle began for the recapture of the convent to 
the south ot MesBlaea, then In the enemy's hands. By night the British were 
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'est of Meseines, the Germans holding the 

During the nig'htol Octobers!, the Messines-Wytschaete crest was again 
fiercely attacked. The Germans gained a tooting in Wytschaele and broke 
the British line lo the north of Messines. A withdrawal became necessary, 
and at dawn the line was set back as far as the western outskirts of Wul- 
verghem. 

During the day of November 1, Wytschaele was retaken and lost again, 

l<'rench Zouaves, acting as reinforcements, held their ground doggedly 
in front of St. Eloi. The enemy offensive redoubled in Intensity, and the 
situation became desperate. As a result ot the flooding of the Yser, the 
German Illrd Corps in the northern sector became available and joined in 
tlie assault. 

The French 14tl[ Corps, hurriedly called up, counter-attacked furiously 
and succeeded in driving back the Germans and in gaining a fresh footing 
in the western outskirts of Wytschaete. On November 2, the French 
were once more in possession of the western crest of Messines-Wytschaete. 

This check did not daunt the Germans, who, havingjust been reinforced 
from their Belgian garrisons, directed their efforts further to the north. 
The attack was made by compact masses of troops on the St. Eloi-Zwarte- 
leen front, the movement coinciding with a thrust against Gheluvelt on the 
Menin-Yprcs Road. At the latter point the front was momentarily broken, 
but furious counter-attacks re-established the original positions. Tlie 
French troops which held the bend ot the canal north-east of HoUebeke w«.<c«, 
overpowered and thrown back on Verbranden-Molea. *v tu'Mi\ss»-tt>A»t'»- 



by the liritisli Isl Curps clicukcd ttic enemy onrusli, and nFler a iiingniflccnl 
defence llic ari(;Ln;il line was almusl entirely maintained. 

Tlie battle continnod to rage witli increasing violence, the culminating 
point being; runclit-d on Nuvemljer 11. M dawn the Germans, afliT a terri- 
fic artillery prt-piiralion lasting several huiirs, attacked with tlie infantry of 
the 1st urid 4tli Brigades of the Prussian Guards. They succeeded in pierc- 
ing the lino in tlii'ec places, and forced their way into the woods behind the 
trenches tu a depth of rather morti than two miles through the principal 
breach. 



Iiand-to-liand stru^le amid great confusion. TJie losses on liolli sides 
were very heavy, without any decisive result being attained. 

Tlie weatlier, previously bad, now becanie a violent storm. During tlie 
night, under cover of tlie hurricane, tlie Prussian Cluard brolte througli the 
Allies' front. Ypres — the prize on wiilcli the Kaiser liail set iiis heart — 
, seemed at iast witliin the oneiny's grasp. 

But tlio Brilisli, momentarily denioraliiicd, quiciily rallied and drove 
back tlie Prussians in a heroie clujrge. 

The struggle continued fiercely during tlie following dayn, 'the 

Tlio deep linos ot infantry, led by youiii; ollicers, wliusi; undeniable 
courage did not cuuipensnle for l.lieir hick iif uxpfrionoo, were mown 

I^wispeniled by this cbecli, the enciity ^vi about to d<'!<truy the town 
which tliey wero unable lo take. On November III, (lernian ueruptaties 
dropped uiceadlary bombs, iitid thcUL-efurtli the bunibnrdiiientnuE conduct- 
ed methodically both by aoi'oplunes and by guna firing from len to twenty 
slicUs per minute. 

Up to the 13lli, the town had suffered comparatively little. The Cloth 
Hall bad only been bit by two shells (on the 5tli) and by a few bombs. But 
in the disastrous days of October 23, 23 and afterwards, tbe bombardment 
became more intense and better regulated. The Germans brought up an 
armoured train lo Houthem, wbicii, directed by observation balloons, 
rained incendiary and explosive shells on the town. On the evening of 
the 23rd, all that remained oF the Place dea Halles was a heap ot ruins. 



\clliodicaltD by shell-lire 



Period of Comparative Calm. 

(December, 1914-Aprii, 1915.) 

Having failed to pierte the front in tlie neighbourhood of Ypres, the 
Germans abandoned their attacks in close formation, and operations in 
this sector were soon limited to incessant artillery actions, occasionally 
followed by fierce surprise attacks at isolated points. 

Some of the attacks during this period of comparative calm are worthy 
of note. 

On December 10, the Germans launched three attacks against the 
British troops in front of St. Eloi, only one of which gave any result. The 
enemy captured the first trenches of the Allies' line, but were driven out 
on the following night by a counter-attack. 

Other attempts were made during the following week, with the same 
negative result. 

On December 17, the Germans attacked in force to the north-west of 
Ypres. Zonncbeke, Langemarck and Bixschoote were bitterly disputed, and 
the two last-named villages remained in the iiands of Llie enemy. 

These battles were fought in a sea of mud formed by the rain and the 
flooding of the land by the Belgians. 

One Colonel wrote : " The ground on which we are flghling is aw/ul. There 
is a crusi aboul o foot thick wliich is cumparaliuely good, but underrlealh there 
is bollomlfss mud. Men standing in trenches four or jive /eel deep are almost 
unable la gel oul, and gradually sink until il lakes several men to extricate 

The first fortnight of January was comporulively quiet. During the 
second fortnight a strong German attack broke down before tiic fronl-line 
trenches near Bixschoote. 

The continual rains in this previously flooded district rendered alt acti- 



vity impossible, save that of tlio artillery, wliicli coiiUniietl to bombard 
unceasingly during February. 

It was only in the first hair of March that the opposing armies became 
really active. From the 5th to ilth, powerful German attacks were repul- 
sed between Dixmude and the Lys. 

The BritiEh, on their part, were not inactive during this period. They 
fought a vigorous action between the Lys and La Basste, captured Neuv-b- 
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CtiBpene after prolonged strenuous %hting, aad took a thousand prisoners 
Including several ofRcers. 

As the weather conditions improved, the number of local engagements 
increased. In an enemy attack on St. Eloi, between March 12 and 18, the 
British first lost and then recaptured that village. Further south, during 
the lirat half of April, flerce engag-ements were fought without decisive 
result in front of the villages of Kemmel and Wulverghem. 

The Germans continued to bombard Ypres with large calibre sheila, 
heaping ruins upon ruins. 

THE SECOND BATTLE OF YPRES 

(April— June, 1915.) 

The long period of enforced hiaction during- the winter months, and the 
depressing waiting in the icy mud, were now succeeded first by focal enemy 
attacks, then by a fresh powerfully organised attempt by the Germans to 
capture Ypres. 

Tlie battle began on April 14 with a strong unsuccessful thrust to ttie 
north ot Ypres. The British replied by attacking Elevation 60. 

On April 17, after the firing of a powerful mine, the hill was brilliantly 
captured, and in spite ot bitter counter-attacks on the 18th by the Germans, 
who fully realised the importance of this point d'appui, the position remained 
in the hands ot the British. 

Meanwhile, a new German otTenslve was being prepared, which their 
High Command believed would prove irresistible, thanks to the use of a new 
weapon, as murderous as it was unexpected. 

Although Germany had signed the clause of the Hague Convention (July 
29, 1899], which prohibits the use of ssphixlatlng gsa, her unscrupulous 
leaders now made use for the drat time of this treacherous weapon. 

In accordance with their usual practice, they claimed that the British 
used the gas llrst, and that they used it only in reprisal. Nee^lless to say, 
this assertion was pure fiction. 

On April 22 the front ran as follows : Belgian troops held the canal ; the 
French 45th Colonial Infantry Division, resting on the canal, and parsing 
through Bixschoote. linked npwith the troops of the Canadian 3rd Brigade. 

Throughout the morning of April 11, the Germans bombarded the first 
lines, while the roads behind were swept by the fire of the heavy artillery. 
Including 16-in. guns. The bombardment continued into the afternoon. 

Suddenly, at about 4 p. m., there rose from the German trenches, oppo- ' 
site the lines occupied by the French Colonial troops, a strange opaque cloud 
of grc en i fib -yellow fumes. A light breeze from the north-east watted thia 
cloud towards the French, who. a tew moments later, fell gasping for breath 
in terrible agony. Terror spread through the ranks, especially among the 
African troops. A panic inevitably followed, which quickly spread from the 
front to the rear lines. 

Behind that cloud ot gas the German troops advanced, protected by a 
heavy barrage and intense machine-gun fire. 

The French Colonial troops fell back several miles towards Ypres, and 
the Germans look Steenstraat, Hot Sas and Pilkem, together with many 
prisoners. 

The withdrawal of the French uncovered the left flank of the Canadians, 
who were on their right, and they in turn were obliged to tall back, leaving 
four guns in the hands of the Germans. 

In the afternoon the Canadians rallying, took the offensive, recovered 



pari ot tlie lost ground between Stecnslniat and Laiigcmarck, logeUier 
Willi Uicir guns, and inf Hctcil a san);iiinHry defeat on the Oermnns. 

Further nortli, on the Yser Coiiai, the enemy took advnntngu of the 
disorder caused by tlio gns to cms!! tlic can:il at Stcenslraal Bridge, and 
reached Uie village of Lizerne near Zuydsuhoolc, wlierc lliey strongly en- 
trenched thciiiseives. But Zouaves, allied liy iti'l^iiins, counter-ii Hacked 
in force, retook Lizernc, and advanced along tlie canal. 

Tiie greatest German elTort was made on April 2u against the British 

The attacidng troops iiad been grouped on both sides of the railway from 
Ypres to Roulers, near Uroodseinde, but in spile of fierce attacks they could 
not break the British lines, and once more their dastardly methods tailed 



At the end of April the front was Hxed as foUowB : from Steenstraat the 
line followed the canal ae far as Het-Sas Bridgehead and then paaged along 
Uie right bank to Pilkem (on the opposite side). Here it turned at right- 
angles eastwards, as far as Soetard Farm [on the Ypres-Langemarck Boad], 
turned south-east through Wieltle, then west of Hooge, finally linking up 
with Elevation 60 and St. Eloi. 

The Germans revenged themselves tor their failure by again bombard- 
ing Ypres. 

The shelling, which had ceased for a time prior to the ofTensive, b^an 
again with renewed intensity. An enormous quantity of lieavy arliiiery had 
been brought up, and large calibre sheila were continuously rained on the 
unhappy city, causing a panic. The tow remaining inhabitants fled torror- 
stricken along the Poperinghe Road. 

During the last weelt at April the battle continued with great billerness, 
but in spite ot ttie enemy's use ot gas, the Allies gradually retoolt the lost 
ground. Then followed a fresh period of calm, broken from time to time 
by fierce attacks, of which that of May 5 on Elevation 60 was the most 
important. 

On May S the battle broke out afresh in the region lying between Poel- 
cappelle and the Ypres-Menin Road. The Germans pierced the British line 
at several points, notably between St. Julien and Frezenberg, and reached 
Wieltje, but after bitter hand-to-hand fighting, they were driven back to 
their trenches at the point of the bayonet. 

The next day the attack was renewed in close formation, under the 
protection of an Intense bombardment of gas shells, but the British, now 
provided with masks, stood firm. The German columns, mown down by 
shrapnel and machine-gun flro, were unable to reach the British trenches. 

The fighting died down during the next few days, on account of rain and 
irind storms, which made all movement Impossible, but began s^aln on the 
34th without, however, any appreciable advantage for the Germans, who 
once more took the ofTensive. 

Another period of calm set in, and this Second Battle of Ypres — the 
second serious check of the Germans before the town — ended in a successful 
operation by the British,<who, on June 2, captured the Chateau of Ho(^e on ' 
the Menin Road, two miles from Ypres. 

Lone peHod of eompurativ« enlm. Isolated actloDB. 

ArtlilerY actlvltY on both sides. 

(June, 1915— Juno, 1917.) 

These weeks ot fierce, bloody fighting were followed by a long period Ot 
comparative calm, the operations having been transferred to other parts ot 
the frout (Argonne, Artois, Champagne). Nevertheless, local actions took 
place from lime to time without any appreciable result. Fr<.m July 22 to 26 
the British, after successful mining operations, advanced their line along the 
Ypres-Menin Road, in the neighbourhood of Hooge Chflteau. 

After being driven from the outskirts ot the chfiteau by a gas attack on 
August 7, they retook the lost ground on the 8th and advanced beyond it. 

Towards the middle ot September there was a rather severe bombard- 
ment near Steenstraat and Ramscappelle, while Ypres received 300 more 
shells. 

During the latter half of August an Order of the Day to the German 
Armies In Flanders stated : " Our loork It pradicallg flnlthed In Ihe E<uf, and 
nw art on Iht poinl of beglnnlns In the Wetl ; peaet In Otltiber U ealaln. " 



In December, a new olTi/nsive by the (icriiimiA riiilcd, despite ttic use of . 
gas. There was unusual artillery activity, ali llie licavy giin^, both Um'iiiBn 
anil British, being broiiglil into action. 

Oil December 30, Field- Marshal I'rcnch rcccivRil the title of " Visconnt 
of Ypres ", in commemoration oC the vigorous British dcfcnci! -or that city. 

On February 12, 19IG, tlic Germans laimclied fri'Sh attacks in the west, 
near Stccnstraal and llet-l^as, and attempted to cross the Vser. After being 
smartly checked, tliey furiously attacked the British trenches between the 
Yprcs-CoDifnes Canal and tbe railway, and succeeded in capturing one ot 
lliem [or a length of 600 yards. This trench, on account ot v\» VcMi^»ioXXi 



ebangliiK hands, came to be known as tbe " International Trencb. " A [ew 
days ^ter {March 2) the British retook It. 

The struggle nov became limited to a continuous artillery duel, with 
occasional surprise infantry attacks. 

e scene of constant fighting 

On April 19, the ngbtbig assumed a more serious character. An un- 
important German attack near St. Eloi and along the Ypres-Langemarck 
Road was the prelude to operations by considerable enemy forces, having 
For their objective the great undulating slopes between Elevation 60 and 
Armenti^res. 



(Pholo Imperial War Museum, London.) 

The flrst of these attacks look place on April 25, 1916, but failed. Two 
days later a night attack with gas was repulsed with liand grenades. 

A third attempt was made In May, 1916, more to the south towards 
Armentiftres, on tbe slde^ of the road connecting that town with Ypres. 
The British, entrenched in a wood near Ploegsteert Village, were assailed by 
three German columns, &nd were only able to repulse two of them. The 
third took the position, but Scottish troops counter-attacked and drove the 
Germans back. 

my attacks during this period took place 

The preparetloDB Included a concentration of troops between Toumal 
. aifd baS^ux, from Hay 21 to 27, vupported by guna ot all calibres. 
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TiLc ottack WSR pnrricif nut in cms id cm I, In ^lriTi<;Oi bolivrrn rinouc ami (be 
Ypres-Coniiiies Huil«;iy. 

Tlic arlllliTy jirriinnitioii hogiin iil 9.ir> ii.ni iiii .liitir I, jintl nL noon Uic 
nrst assBiitlitig wiiv.5 cntiTcil llic rnml-lirn; Ircdriics. 

The bnlUc iliuU lUiwn Tur a Tew inimilc^ in tliu Rvcnini;. only 
to break out iif{iLin diirinfr liie iiiglit. Tln! (lurnmiis siiceuudnd hi era- 
sliinn in tlie front lo n Jcplli of some 7Ui) yanls in lliu ilircction of 
/.illebekc, lint tlie nn\t day a portion of tlii: lost ground wns retaken liy 
Mio r.uniidinns. 

On June G, a fresli assault lieman, | 
and further assisted by luinu cxpla-^ii 



nortli of iluofjp were lost ; hut on tlur Kdli the vnliinit riuiiidinns!, wlio had 
previoustv reeii]ittired llie nrifrhiiil iu>-=itiiins abanildiied on Juni- I , resumed 
the ofTeiisive. und re-establisliet< llie lini-s from the suutlu-rji part of Sanc- 
tuary Wood lo a pidnt l,(ili() yards north ot r;ieviiliiin (id. 

ThronBhonl tlie diiys of June 2(1 iijid -in lliere was an evti-eniely violent 
bomlinnlment, lo whieh the British <.'uns replied efCei-livcly. The ( icniiuiiij, 
whose losses from Uie utlaeks ;tiid this ntHllery lire wen- lu'iivy, dcclaied : 
" Belgium will be nur unirf. " 

These were Die last operations in whith tlie en.-my tool; the olTensive. 
All their elTorls had Failed, wltetlicr their object had been to turn the left 
flnnk of tht! Allies, to break the lines around Yprcs, ov inereiy to lake the 



THE ALLIED OFFENSIVE OF 1917 

A ttritt of powerful attackt (ciU limited bbleeiivet. From June lo October, 
the ttage* of iht offensive were punctuated bg breathing spaces, during ivkieh 
Ihe conquered ground was consolidated, in view of counler'allaeks, and the 
artillery brought up, lo prepare the following attack. 

PreilminarY Operations. 
The Capture of Mesalnes Ridge by (he British. 

(June 7, 1917,) 

From July, 1916, to May, 1917, the Ypres sector remained comparative- 
ly quiet. There were lew attacks on either side, but the guns thundered 
day and night. It may be said that the British were " trying tbeir hand. " 

In June, 1917, certain at last of their strength, they made their first big 
effort, and step by step, in accordance with a carefully worked-out plan, 
they completely liberated Ypres by a series ot ofTensives lasting tour men the, 
and broke the iron circle which, tor two years, had been strangling the 
town. For several months before the battle, the attack on Messlnes Ridge had 
been careliiUy planned by means of a model in relief, situated In the open 
and covering an area about equal to that ot a tennis court. Here were 
reproduced in relief all the contours and peculiarities ot the ground. Every- 
thing, down to an isolated tree trunk, was reproduced. 

British effort topk dellnlte shape tor the first time on June 7. The attack, 
planned by Sir Douglas Haig, had for its objective the capture ot the create 
between Wylachaete and Messines, which the Germans had seized on 
November 1, 1914. 

For seven days an artillery preparation ot incredible Intensity hammered 
the vlllagei ot HessineS and Wytschaete, until they had completely dis- 
appeared. 

On June 7, about an hour before dawn, at 3. 10 a.m., tbe sky was lit up 
by an Intense light, while a series ot terrillc explosions was heard ; nineteen 
- mines, some ol whose galleries had taken more than a year to bore, were 
sprung along the enemy positions. 

Tbe Germans were taken completely by surprise, and gave way before- 
the impetuous onrush. In a tew minutes their first line was carried along 
the whole ot the attacked front. Then, almost without a pause, the British 
attacked the western slopes ot the Messines -Wytschaete Ridge,8nd by about 
6.30 a.m. held the crests along the whole line. 

The village ot Messines offered resistance, but was captured by the New * 
Zealanders In a vigorous attack. Wytschaete tell to the 36lh Division 
(Ulster), on the lett ot the 25th Division, which attacked the high ground 
Just north ol Messines. By noon the second stage ot the offensive was about- 
to begin. 

Descending the eastern slopes ot the ridge the British carried a second 
strong position, then attacked a tresh line — chictly In Rayon Wood — in 
which were large shelters ot reinforced concrete, each capable of holding a . 
company. At about 4 p.m. Oostlaverne Village, lying west of the centre * 
ot the position, fell. At sun-down the day's objectives had been com- 
pletely attained, and the advance at certain points exceeded two miles in 
depth. 

This fine success was due to the carefully detailed preparation carried 
out under the orders ot General Herbert Plumer, to the destructive efTect ot 
the mines, to the violence and precision of the bombardment, to the excellent 
00-operatlon ot the Air Forces, and to the harmonious working together of 
all anna. The tanks rendered excellent service. 



The BHmsH Off 



The Germans made an effort W rally, but their llrsl counter-attacks, 
near Oostlaverne and to the east of Messines, failed. 

At about 7 p.m., on June, 8, a fresh German counter-attack was launched 
along the whole of the new front between St. Yvon and the Ypres-Comines 
Canai. Other engag'ements wore fought to the east ot Messines and near 
Klein Zillebeke. Although reinforced by fresh divisions, the German attack 
was broken by midnight. 

Resuming their offensive, the British on the morning ot June U, captur- 
ed the whole system of German trenches, nearly a mile in length, situated 
near Poterle Farm, to the south-east of Messines. The next day (reah pro- 
gress was made along nearly two miles of the front to the north-east of 
Uessines, and the hamlet of Gapaard occupied. 



ThsFboht Lihe beforb the Allies' Offensive of July 31, 1917. 



After the offensive — limited in scope — or June, 7 wlilch reduced tlie 
salient soutli of Ypres, the British continued to press the enemy. 

Frequent raide kept the Germans on the alert and secured important 
poinls d'appui. 

On June 14, tlie Germans were forced to abandon an important part 
of their first-line trenches between the Lys and St. Yvon. On the same day 
a considerable advance was made east of Ploegsteert Wood, and in the 
immediate neighbourhood of Gapaard Village. 

During the nlgbl of the 14tli a double attack wus mode : one to the east 
of Messines ; the otiicr along both banks of the Ypros-Comines Canal, to 
the north-west of Hollcbeke. TJicsc attacks gave tlie British a large number 
of trenches, which tliey held in spite of fierce counter-attacks. 

Tosumup, diirmgthclattcrhairoCJuneanndvnnePor5f)0to 1,000 yards 
in depth was inndc along the whole front line bclwpcn Klein Zillcbcke and 
the Lys. 

The month of July pnRsod in raids, patrol?!, and reconnoitring, prepara- 
tory to the new offensive ot July 31. 

This far-reaching offcnsi' 
October, may be divided in 
liberation of Ypres. 



First Phase. 

(July 31— August. ID.) 

Capture of th« First and Second German Lines. 

When the battle began, the firing line extended from Dixmude, along the 
Yser Canal, then followed the Yperlte River, on the left bank of the Yser 
Canal. It next pa'ssed through Lizerne to llct Sas, whence it followed the 
canal to Boesinghe. 

Opposite this village the line crossed the canal and the Ypres-Brugea 
railway, then passed the Quatre-Chcjnins cross-roads, descending thence to 
Essenfarm and Kriipptarm, which lie on either side ot the Pilkcm Road. 

Continuing west ot Wiellje Village, it pacified south of Verlorenhoek 
Chateau, skirted Verlorenhoek Village, and descended west of Ilooge, 
after crossing the Ypres- Roulers railway. 

It next skirted the northern part ot Sanctiuiry Wood, then entered the 
latter, coming out to tlie south of Zwarteleen. 

From there, the line extended soutliwards, jiassed west of Hollcbeke, 
east of Gapaard, and skirted the eastern fringe of I'loegstcert Wood. 

During the fortnight preceding the olTensivr, changes were made i[i the 
order ot the forces holding the line. 

British troops relieved the Belgians and French wlio had been operating 
near the coast, in the direction ot Lombaertnyde. 

Moreover, the French forces, placed at the disposal of General An- 
thoine, had taken up positions between the Belgians and the British trom 
Reninghe to EJverdinghe. 



On August 5, duringf a fresh attack on both banks of Uie YpreB-Cominee 
Canal, the Germans retook HoIIebeke, but were driven out almost imme- 
diately. 

On the night of the 5lh they again attacked HoIIebeke, but without 
success. 

On the lOth, an interesting operation was carried out by the British, The 
front attacked was shorter than in the orfensive of July 31, and extended 
about a mile and a half to the south of the Ypres-Bouters Road. 

Early in the morning the 35th Division was In complete possession ol 
Westhoek Village, after which a violent struggle took place tor the high 
ground around the village. By evening all the objectives had been attained, 
including the capture of Westhoek Crest and Glencorse Wood. 

August 12 was marked by six enemy counter-attacks, which caused a 
slight withdrawal of the line to the south ot Glencorse Wood. Everywhere 
else the Allies' positions were fully maintained. 



Second Ptiase. 

(August 15 -September 19, 1917.) 

The Allies resumed their offensive on August 15 along a front of some 
nine miles, from the Yser Canal lo the Ypres-Menin Road. 

The attack began at 4.45 a.m. The French attacked on both sidee ot 
the Steenatraat-Dixmude Road, crossing the Steenbeek stream in the 
morning. Drie Grachtcn Bridgehead was taken after hand-to-hand fighting 
while in ttie evening the whole ot the strip ot ground between the Yeer and 
the Martje-Vaert Canal was in the bands of the French. 

The British operating on the right of the French rapidly attained their 
(Irst objectives, then vigorously following up thie first success, they took by 
assault the village ot Langemarck and its strong defences, advanced 
800 yards beyond the village and captured the whole system ot trenches. 

To the south, along the Ypres-Menin Road, the struggle was more 
stubborn, the Germans resisting desperately. A series of furious counter- 
attacks enabled them itnally to preser\'e their line practically intact in this 
district. 

The day's captures included more than 2,000 prisoners (ot whom thirty 
were ofTlcers), and twenty-four guns, incbiding several of iai^e calibre. 

Desperate lighting continued until September 19 without, however, 
altering the positions established on August 15. 

On August 10. the British, by small local attacks, advanced about 
500 yards on the Ypres-Poelcappelle Road and captured several fortified 

The Germans made desperate efforts to hold the high wooded ground 
comprising Polygono and Inverness Woods, near the Yprcs-Roulers Road. 

On the 2'2nd the figliting increased in tiorceness. The British advanced 
only with great dilllcully, and the eastern edges of Inverness Wood were 
hotly contested. 

In these combats, froui which neither side gained any decisive advantage, 
the Germans made use tor the first time ot liquid fire, thanks to which 
innovation they succeeded temporarily in retaking the north-western comer 
of Inverness Wood, but were soon driven out. 



FurUier norlli, tLe Brilisli, uii August 34 ami 2b, ailvaiiced their lines lo 
the north of Si. Julien aod Langcmarck. 

During the following days, persistent, rains prevented any further opera- 
Uons. 

Infantry acUoiu were now succeeded by coatlauoui bombardments on 
both sides, and b; Isolated raids. 



(September 20— October 3, 1917.) 

On September 20 a Iresh olTenBlve was begun along the whole Iront from 
Langemarck to the Ypres-Menin Road, a distance ol eight miles. 

The part assigned to the French troops under General Antbolne was 
merely to protect the lett wing ot the British Army which, pivoting on 
HoUebeke, was to wheel and advance Its marching wing in a direction at 
rlght-anglea to the Zonnebeke-Gheluvelt line. 

All the objectives were attained at an early hour. 

Inverness Wood, which had been hotly disputed for the six previous 
weeks, was taken by the London troops. 

The Australians retook Glencorse Wood by assault — lost a tew' days 
before — and Nonnes Wood, The Scottish and South African Brigades 
captured the fortifled farms of Vampire and Barry, and the Postdam and 
Anzac Redoubts. Lancashire Territorials carried Iberian Farm and next 
day (the 2Ut) Galllpoli Farm. 

The British then attacked the second German lines. On the right the 
Territorials fought violent engagements to the north of the bend in the YproB- 
Comines Canal, near Klein Zillebeke, and in the vicinity ot the position 
known as Tower Hamlet. 

Jn the centre, progress was more important. The ground hereabouts 
rtsei to a small plateau about 220 teet In height, which dominates the whole 
battlefield and extends in two long spurs : one running north-east towards 
' Zonnebeke, the other southwards towards Menin. The Germans bad 
torUfled tbe^ positions very strongly and withdrawn their main Iloe ot 
defence to the eastern edge ol the plateau, i.e. opposite the side by whleh 
tbe enemy must attack. This line protected the village of Zevenkote end 
the western edge ot Polygene Wood, leaving in front the woods of Nonnea, 
Glencorse and Inverness, and Herentbage Park, the eastern edge of which 
latter it followed. Tbe woods were strongly fortified, and the British bad 
twice previously [July 31 and August 16) vainly endeavoured to capture 

It was the Northern troops and the Australians who carried these posi- 
tions, advancing to a depth ot 1,700 yards and taking Veldhoek and the 
western part of Poly gone Wood — the principal centre of the German resis- 
tance. Further north, Zevenkote was captured and the London Territo- 
rials, supported by the Highlanders, seized a second line of farms. 

In the evening of September 20, the front ran approximately as follows : 

from Rose Farm (700 yards west of Poelcappelle) to Fokker Farm (on the 

Astern edges of Zevenkote) ; across the western part of Polygene Wood— 

blduding Veldhoek— then to the east ot Herenthage Chfiteau, and ending 

'' at Hollebeke. 

The Germans, in their costly and unsuccessful efforts to retake the lost 
positions, suffered exceedingly heavy losses, without gaining any advantage. 

On the morning of the 26th the British continued their attack along a 
five-mile front, from the east ot St. Jullen to Tower Hamlet near the Ypres- 
Uenin Road. 

The rest ot Tower Hamlet Spur was captured, in addiUon to the whole of 
Polygene Wood. 

Further north, a fresh advance ot 1,700 yards was made, and the strongly 
fortl&ed village of Zonnebeke remained In the hands ot the British. 

Besides the gain In ground, more than J,000 prisoners were taken. 

Tbe Gemwiu, by ■ uriea ot powerful counter-attacks, sought to win 



Tbird Staog : British Advancb'fohh September 20 to September 80> 
(20/8-26/9.) 

back the lost positions. On the evening at the 26th, tour attacks were 
made in the neighbourhood ol Tower Hamlet. 

On the 27th they attacked the village ot Zonnebeke, while on the morn- 
ing ot the 30th three attacks were made, without result, on both sidei of 
the Ypres-Menin Bead. 

On October I the Germans attacted three times on a front of 1,700 ysrds 
to the louUi ol the Ypras-Henls Road, while t^ same night two fresb 
assaults gave no appreciable result. 



Fourth Phase. 

{October 4-8, 1917.) 
The increasing activity of tlie Germans did not In any way prevent the 
British team preparing a freah offensive. On the morning ot October 4, 
English divisions, supported by Welsh, Scottish and Irish battalions, attac- 
Icod along a front of ten miles, between Tower Hamlet and the north of 
Langemarck. The dermans, disconcerted and surprised by this unex- 
p^ted attack — Ihey were themselves preparing to attack with live divi- 
sions^fell back at the 
beginning ot the action. 
A rapid advance ot 
one-half to nearly two 
miles was made. 

South ot the Mentn 
Road the objectives 
were attained almost at 
the outset. 

To the north ot the 
same road the enemy re- 
sistance was more stub- 
born. Nevertheless, the 
villages ot Beutel and 
Polderhoek, together 
with the chateau ot that 
name, were captured, 
freeing at the same time 
the top of the crest, 
whose eastern slopes run 
down to the village at 
Bacelaere. Further 
north, the Australians 
captured NooMhemhoek 
and Molenaarelsthoek, 
reached Broodselnde 
Crest, and thus advan- 
ced beyond the Bace- 
lacre-Broodseinde Road. 
On the other side of 
the Ypres-Boulers rail- 
way, the BriU«h drew 




FoL-itrii STAut : Uciuutii liii, 1817 ll/IU). 

appreciably iiearur Passu liundaflu, ciipLiii'L'il 
lain nunilicr ut fui'llllud [antis, allil upproaulu 
Poelcappelle. 

In spile of lliu violetil storm wliicli was tlioii rugiNg, ;ill llio objectives 
were attained acid Uie lirio of crests conquered. 

Owing to the very large niimbers of troops massed on tiie front at tbe 
time or the attack, tlie German losses, which included 4,500 prisoners, were 
particularly heavy. 



Fifth Phase. 

(October 9-12, 1917.) 

To completely clear Ypres, q few strongly forlilicd viUafjes beyond the 
line of crests captured on October 4 had still to be taken. Tbese formed 
the objective of the attacks of October 9 and 1'2. 

OnOctobcr9, insp[teoltlieappallin!<we,ilber, tlicOritisli attacked again 
on a front stretching from St. Jansboek [a mile north of Bixscboote) to the 
south-east of Brood soinde. 

The French were holding a front rather loss tiion two miles in length 
to the north of DiMsclioote, and bod for objective tlie soiitiicrii e<lgo of 
Houthulst Forest. 

The signal to attack was given at a. 30 a.m. Despite tlie rain, w jiich had 
been failing incessantly for several days, tlie infantry crossed first the canal 
in flood, tlicn a veritable sea ot mud, and captured Mnngelacreand Veidlioek. 
They advanced rather more than a mile and reached the soutlL-weslcrn 
edge of Houthulst Forest, after having captured nnmei'oiis strongly for- 
tified larnis and blockhouses. 

Tlio British sector extended from the nortli-west of l'oelcap]ii'iii' lo 
Droodseindc, and formed a front of some seven miles. 

On the right, the Mnncbester Hcginient and the Lancnstiire Fusiliers 
advanced from i,GOO lo 2,000 yard:; in tlie direction of Posscbeiidaele, and 
carried the line beyond tlie crests occupied on October 4. 

In the centre, many farms, redoubts and blockhouses were captured. 



FiPTfi Stage : Tin 



To tiLO nort 
joLtiinj^ hands w 

NEore than 2,000 prisoners « 



After a short resl, during which the new positions were consolidated — in 
view ot enemy counler-attaclo — Ihe battle broke out afresh on October 22. 

The atlacif ot the 22nd was, in reality, only ot secondary Importaace, but 
thanks to the progress made, it was possible to carry out the operations ot 
the 26lh on a larger scale than originally intended. 

In order definitely lo consolidate the captured positions, it was still 
necessary to lake the village of Passchendaele, which stands on the high 
ground dominating the plain ot Flanders to the east ot Ypres and from 
which Boulers is visible. 

A tresh olTeiisive was accordingly begun at dawn on October 28. 

In the French sector, the troops, after wading through the St. JansbMk - 
and tb« Corverbeek atreaDis with the water up to their middle, stormed the 
fc-vBlMW of Pradbank, Papegoed Wood, and many fortlHed farms. 



Tho next day treih progress, to a depth ot more tban a mQe, was made on 
both rides ot the Ypre»-Dixinude Road, along a Front ot two and a half 

The villages ot Hockske, Asohboop, Merckem, and Kippe were cap" 
tured, end the weatem edges ot Houthutat Forest reached. 

On the 28th, the advance continued on the left, in co-operation with the 
Belgiane. The French took the village ot Luyghem, and the Belgians 
Vythuyien. 

The British, on Ihelr part, advanced in the direction of PasBchendaele, as 
tar as the southern slopes ot the village, capturing a whole series' ot posi- 
tions east ot Poclcappclle. 

On October 30, British and Canadians continued their attacks, and in 
Spite ol the enemy's desperate resistance, reached the tlrst houses ot Paes- 
ehendaele. 



FamcH Troops passino in front op the Ruihs'op Ypreb Cloth Halu 

On the following days they improved Iheir positions. 

The struggle at this juncture was bitter, Hindenburg having shortly 
before Issued an order stating r " Passchendaele musl be held at all eottt, 
anil r^aken if lost. " 

On the morning ot November 6, the British resumed the oITenslve. The 
Canadians, after bloody engagements to tlie north and north-west ot Pass- 
chendaele, captured the hamlets of Mosselmarkt and Goudberg, and finally 
carried Passchendaele. 

On the evening ot November 6, Ypres was completely cleared, and from 
the top ot the Pssscbendeele Hills the valiant British troops could SM, 
■tnteblng away to the horizon, the Plain of Flanders, which had been 
■ bidden tn«n Uie Alllee ttnce Ootobw, 1914. 



E Germah Offbwbivb a 



L 9, 1918. ThB ObjBCTIVB. ;; 



The German Offenaive of 1918. 

The front was qiiiel during tlie wintur of 1917-1918, 1ml 1918 opened 
darkly for tlie Allies. 

The Treaty of BresL-Lilowsk liad scaled the ilefcdioii of Russia, while 
Roumania, reduced to lior own resources, was forucil to sign the Treaty of 
Bukarest. Lastly, invaded Italy wns only jiisl recovering from the disaster 
at Caporetto. Already, in spile of tlic lerms of the Ki'cst-Uluwsk Treaty, 
huge masses o( German trooi>s, );iins and stores were Leing despatchcil to 
the Western Fronl. The blow fell on March •Z\, l9Ltf. 

The objectives, tlirce in nninlicr, were tlic Mnia^liin^ of tlic Uriti^li riglit 
wing at its junction wilii tlic l^'rench ; the Ki'parullon of the two Allied army 
groups ; the driving back on the (Channel Const of the two Urilish Annies, 
afler they had been surrounded on the soul h. Tim long-eoveted road " .\nck 
Paris " would then at last be open. 

But in spite of their colossal efforts the CcrMiiitis were hi'ld. 

By March 31, the German Imperial forces were exhausted, and (icncral 
Foch was able lo say : " The iriwe him sprnl Hwlf im Ihe heuch. „ The peril 
seemed to be averled. 

But the respilc was only a short one. The flerman attack before Amiens 
was scarcely stayi'd {A|inl ti) when the Imltlc suddenly liroko oiLt again. 
From the Arras st'cliir lu I. a lla^see Ihe whole line was nhlnitu as far as the 
Lys. While, in the (irst German ulTcnsive the Itrilish right had suftcred 
severely, it wns iij^iiinst. the left win;; of the sanin army that the new blow 
was .struck. The new ofTcnsive, Hlthoujrh qiiicklv pre|iared, was even 
more violent tlian llie iirsl. 

On April 9, when the iillnck W^an. the lierinan hnUU-fronl )ietwcen the 
Lys and La Bassee was held by hvenl.y-onc ihvNimis in line and si\ in re- 
serve, under the command of Von yunsl (\ llii Ainiv). 

Of these twenty-^cvcn divisions only seven were in hue on March 9S. 

Ten divisions were hurriedly l)roUf.dit up from the Belirian front (Gen. 
Von Amim's Army), which was holding the sector from the Lys lo the 
Channel. Five otliers were despatched from the Artois front, and, lastly, 
five divisions were taken from General LudendorfTs general n 



B Gbrhans bhoke turouoh the Allies' Front, g 



THE BATTLE OF THE FLANDERS HILLS 
The Break-Through. 

(April 9, 1918.) 

Tlie Germans bugan tiie attack on the morning ot April 9, after an intense 
bombardment with gas shells, and under cover ot a dense fog reached the 
first maciiine-guns. 

The sector was held by Portugueee troops, wedged in' hetween the 
British, From Bois-Grenier to Neuve-Ghapelle. 

On the whole length of tront attacked, between La Bsssto and Armen- 
Utoes, In the Pltdn ot Flanders, the only natural obetade* are the rivers and 



canaiB. Prom the outsel of the battle tbo PortugucM ^were tlirawn Into ' 
dimmer by the extreme violence of the shock. 

The twenty-one German Bhock divisions attacicea in five columns : to the 
south, tlie Orat column in tbe direction of Givencby ; the second (General 
Kraevel], in front of Festubert ; the third (Von Bernhardt) marched against 
La Couture and Bichebourg-St.-Vaasl ; the Carlowiti .Corps, forming the 
fourth column, advanced against Estaires in the direction of Lsventie ; 
further north, the llfth column attacked in the direction of Fleurbaix, Out- 
flapij ing Bols Grenier and Arnientiires on the nest. 

Under the preEEure of the attack, a deprBBsion was formed in the line. " 
Fleurbaix, Laventie, Richebourg-SU-Vaast and Neuve-Chapelle were lost, 
and the Ger;nans reached the Lys between Estaires and the St.' Maur Ferry. 
To the north of the pocket the Allies resisted successfully at Fleurbaix ; - 
to tbe south, Givenchy, after a desperate struggle, remained in the hands 
of the British. 

On the following day the German troops, continuing the push towards 
the centre, succeeded in crossing the Lys between Estaires and tbe St. Maur 

The battle extended northwaras and the IVth Army (Von Amim) 
attacked between Armentifires and Ploegsteert with the Eberhardt, Mars- 
chall and Sieger Corps. 

The push continued on the lltb, and Armenti^res, outflanked on the 
north and south, smashed by the shells and drenched with gas, had to tie 
evacuated. 

On their left, the Germans, alter crossing the Laws, north of Locon, two 
miles from Bethune, captured Neut-Berquin and Merville. 

Givenchy, held by the British b&th Division, resisted all attacks and 
remained In their hands. 

On the right, Nieppe end Steenwerck had to be evacuated. The German - 
advance to the south of.Armentl^es becoming more pronounced, tbe British 
straightened their front, to avoid too sharp a saUent, end fell back to the 
MeBsines-Wytschaete Crest. 

On the 12th the fighting continued furiously. Advancing along the 
LiUe-Hazebrouck railway, the Germans reached the outskirts of Nieppe 
Forest. South-west of Merville they captured Calonne, and, further norUi, 
approached Bailleul. 

North of the Lys, under pressure of Von Arnim's army, the Messlnet- 
Wytschaete Crest, with the wood and village of Ploegsteert, had to be aban- 
doned. 

Tbe British line was withdrawn to Neuve-Eglise and Wulverghem. 
In these few days the gains of Ihe Allied olTensive of the last Hve months of 
I9I7 were lost. 

The 13th marked the culminating point of the battle in the central 
sector. Foch made his disposiliona promptly, and French reintorcemMtts 
were despatched to the critical points. 

Von Bemhardi crossed the Clarence at Bobecq on tlie 13th. On the 
same day Von Gallwitz made a strong push northwards between Hazebrouck 
and Bailleul, with the object of outflanking the line of the Flanders Hills, 
already attacked on the east and north-east by Gen. von Arnim. 

Battles were fought south of Meleren, at Merris, Vieux-Berquln and on 
the eastern outskirts of Nieppe Forest. To the east of Bailleul, Neuve- 
EgUse (an important cross-roads) was fiercely disputed. After ohan^nf ' 
luuidi many times on the 14th, it was finally abandoned tbe fame nlghtq^ 



The loss of Neuve-Egllse led to thsit of'WuIve^hem, and the Britiflb 
were Forced to [all back to the eastern slopes of Kemmel Hill, tbe first high 
point in the chain of hills called the Heights or Hills of Flanders. From 
east to west this chain consists of Rouge Hill [flanked on the north-east by 
Scherpenberg), Vidaigne Hill, Noir Hill, Cats Hill, and lastly by the western 
bastion of Cassel. 

After taking Neuve-Eglise on the night of the 14th-, the Germans decided 
on a fresh and still more powerful ellort. 

Three picked divisions were hurled against the hills of Lille and Ravets- 
berg, to the east of Bailleul, which Cell. 

The Germans entered Bailleul, pushing on thence to Meteren, which 
they also captured. 

The next day they tried to develop ttiis success, but Instead of the 
exhausted Britisli, the Ciernians now found themselves faced by fresh French 
troops. 

In three days (April 12-14) Pfitain had brought up witliout a hitch five 
French divisions and one cavalry corps, which stayed the German rushat 
the toot of the hills 



On April 16 the C.ermans made their first attempt to turn the Flanders 
Hills from the south-west in the direction of Haicbrouck. 

The French 133rd Infantry Division (Valentin), supported by the British 
34th Division, vigorously repulsed the attack. 

On the 17th a fresh and more powerful attack was made simultaneously 
from the north-oast, towards Poperinghe, and from the south, oh the Ball- 
leul-Neuve-Eglisc front. 

At the same time an independent operation— which failed completely — 
was undertaken to the north of Ypres on the Belgian front. The Belgians 
repulsed the Germans and took 800 prisoners. 

'To the south three British divisions (34th, 49th, 19th) stayed the German 
advance. 

A last effort, starting from Wytschaete, also broke down before ttie 
French 28th Infantry Division (Hadelin). 
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Th« Capture of Kemmel Hill. 

(April 22-38, 1918.) 

A period ot comparative calm followed, during which the Germans 
prepared a treah maas attack, in view of the capture ot the Hilla. 

For this new offensive Ave freali diviaiona Trom Alsace-Lorraine were 
brought op, of which Iwo— the 4th Bavarian Div. and the Alpine Corps — 
were picked troops. 

These troops joined the foui" divisions already in tlie sector. The artU- 
lery was also conaiderably rcinForced. 

During this concentration small local altacks occurred on both sides. 

On April 22 and 23 the Germana endeavoured to improve their positions 
north oF Bailleul, but witiiont appreciable result. 

The French, on their part, songht by attacks and raid* to impede the 
preparations tor the coming assault. 

At that time the firing line, trom west to cast, ran aa follows : From 
Heteren (held by the Germana] it passed north ol Bailleul, then crossed the 
crest of Lindenhoek at Dranoutre, east of Kemmel, and skirted Groote 
Vler«tt«at and St. Elol on the east. 



The flvo Preneb dtviiioiu wUeh datended Iha Hllla occupied Ihe follow- 
ing. pMlUont ; 

The 133rd belore Calf HIU ; the 34th inlanlry {Sabatier} betore Lock ; 
Uie 154tb lotBntjy (Breton) from Drenoutre to the Pettt-Kemmel ; the 
28Ui Infantry (Hadelin) before Keinmel Hill, its left UokinK up at Liaden- 
tUMk with the BritUh 9th Infantry Division. The Cavalry Corps was held 
in reserve on the Hllla. 

At 2.30 a.m. on April 26 the atlacli began with a heavy bombardment. 
In which the proportion of gas shellg was far greater than previously. 

At about 6 a.m. the infantry assault began in a dense fog, north and south 
Ot Kemmel Hill. 

North of the Hills the Sieger Uroup, marching from west to safl, had 
orders to capture Kemmel Village, and then, uia the Valley ot the Keramel 
t>eek, join up at Locre with the EberharUt Group which were attaciting 
' (rom north to south in the direction ot Dranoutre. 

On the left of the attacking front, the village of Kemmel was taken 
by the Germans, in spite ot a lieroic defence. Foot by fool the British 
9th Division was driven back into Kemmelbeek valley and on Dicke- 
buscb Pond. 

In the centre the enemy storm-troop waves, after several repulses, Anally 
reached the summit ot Kemmel Hill, where a Herce hand-to-hand encounter 
took place. 

In spite bt their great heroism, the 30th Infantry Regiment, outnum- 
bered and almost surrounded, was forced to abandon the position, but only 
after a dashing counter-attack by a battalion of the 99th Infantry, had 
failed to extricate them. 

On the right, tbe German Alpine Corps, by a daring manoeuvre, made 
pOHlble by the tog and tbe broken nature of the ground, succeeded in 
reaotilng the artillery positions, which were at once attacked by machine 
•giin fire. 

The French and British batteries, under a storm of bullets, were obliged 
to retreat, saving what material they could and blowing up the rest. 

The Germans thus reached the village ol Locre, which changed hands . 
several times during the day. 

Finally, after a counter-attack, the 154th Infantry Division remained 
masters ot the village, although the Germans succeeded in holding the 
" biJsplce " at the southern end. 

The situation was now critical and the enemy advance had to he checked 
at all costs. On the night of the 25th the .\llles were reinforced by the 
39tb InfaTitry Division (Massenet) at the very moment a fresh German 
oBensive was being launched. The timely arrival of these troops effectually 
Stayed the German thrust. 

On the evening ot the 2Gth, after much sanguinary lighting, the enemy 
paused, exhausted. The French took advantage of the respite to consolidate 
their new positions. 

The 27th was marked only by a violent attack on the extreme left, at 
Voormeiole, where the Germans succeeded in obtaining a tooting, only to be 
driven out by a vigorous British counter-attack. 

As a result ot these various battles the new tine was as follows : from 
Locre ChAtciiu it ran south of Locre Village, tollowed Kemmelbeek Valley, 
passed in front of La Clytte Village, then south ot Dickebusch Pond and 
Voormeiele Village, joining up with ZiUebeke on the south-easL 

It was against this new front that the Germans were now preparing a 



THE LAST GERMAN ATTACK. 

(April 29, 1918.). 
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After an artillery preparalion lasLing all niglit, the attack began at 
7 a.m. on April '^0, along a Iront iibout ei^'lit and a half miles in length, 
extending from the Chfiteuu and Pari; of Loci'o to Dickcliiiscli Pond. This 
attack, by.no less than i'20,000 enemy troops, resulted in » criishing defeat 
for the Germans. 

Both ends of ttic front stood (irtn : ttie British on the left, between La 
Clytte and Zillebeke, and the Frencli on tlie right, in the Chiltcau and Park 
of Locre. All attacks were vigorously repulse<l, and the Germans did not 
even reach the Allied lines. 

More fortunate in the centre, they succeeded in taking the village of 
Locre, and advtincod boyond it as for as the cross-ways on the Wcstoutre 
Road, half-a-niile north of Locre. Their success was but short-lived, bow- 
ever, as a vigorous counter-attack by l''rencli Ura^ioons drove lliem back, and 
at the end of the day all that remained of their gains was a slight salient 
near Brulooie Inn, Exhausted, tlicy did not renew their attack. 

The Hill offensive was over. The Germans hail destroyed Ypres, but 
could not enter the ruined city. 



Afler (lie (Icrniiui setback of April 29, Llie inilialivp passpil into tiic hands 
of the Allies. 

On April 30, the French 39lh Infantry Division reduced tlie Bruloiie Inn 
ullent. During the following weeii numerous local engagements enabled the 
Allies to recapture several fortified farms and poiitU tTappal, and generally 



to coDsolIdeU tlielr poEitlons. An attack by the Britieh, on July 19, to the 
nortb ot the Lys, advanced their lines two and a halt miles, and gave them 
tbe village oE Meteren. Then followed a lull, which lasted until the speeding- 
up ol Foch'a oHensive rendered the German positions untenable and forced 
the conquered enemy back towards the Rhine- 
After the Allies' victorious counter-thrust had flattened out the " pocket " 
made by the German Spring offensive near Amiens, the battle quickly spread 
over the whole front, including Flanders. 

East of Nieppe Forest and Hazebrouck, the British, pressing forward 
towards Armentifires, advanced beyond Vieux-Berquin in the direction of 
Merville. On August 18, they joined battle between Vieux-Berquin and 
Bailleul, on a front ot tour miles, and captured the village ot Outtersteene- 
The next day they entered Merville. 



On September 1, the British had reached the line : La Bass^e, Laventie, 
Steenwerke, Neuve-Eglise and Wulverghem, on both sides ot the Lys. On 
the following day, Estaires was outflanked south of Lens, and the famous 
Hlndenburg line passed. Noreuil, Villers-au-Flos (south of Qu^ant). Le 
Transloy, Sailly-Saillisel and Allaines (south of the Bapaume-Canibrai Road) 
. were next captured. Further south the storming ot Qu6anl by the Cana- 
dians, who then advanced beyond, and approached Marquion, opened tho 
road to Cambrai. 

On September 4, the British reached the Canal du Kord, and crossed 
it at several points. On the following day, they regained possession ot their 
old lines on both sides of Uie Lys, trom Neuve-Chapelle to Givenchy, and 
captured Pioegsteert Village. 

On September 10, south-west of Cambrai, Gouzeaucourt Wood and 
tbe old line ot trenches dominating Gpuzeaucourt Village, as well as the 
OUlAklrt* of Havrincourt Wood were occupied. 



The general oRensive vaa to be launched a few days later, fn co-operation 
Irith the Belgian Army and some French units. 

On September 2S, the Belgian Army and the British Second Army 
(General Plumer), commanded by King Albert, marched against the army of 
Von Amtm. The British, covered on the north by the Belgians, began a 
turning movement in the region of Lille, Roubalx and Tourcoing. Houthulst 
Forest, the crests of Pesschendaele and Gheluvelt, and Dixmude were carried 
with flne dash- Crossing the Lys on the following daya between Wervicq 
and Gomlnes, the British now drew near to Menin. On October I, the Ger- 
mans were in full retreat on a wide front north and south of the BassAe 
Canal, all their positions between Armenti^res and the south ot Lens being 
now abandoned. 



On October 9, the Canadians of the First Army occupied Cambral. On 
the 13th, the British reached the gates of Douai and occupied the banks of 
the Haute-Deule Canal from Douai to Vendin-le-Vieil. 

Elsewhere, the British Second Army, after capturing Menin and Wervicq, 
Obtained a footing on the right bank of the Lys. then crossed the river 
between Menin and Armentiires, thus forcing the Germans to abandon 
the line of the Haute-Deule, and taking Liile-Tourcoing in the rear. 

The British Army and some French units occupied Lille — capital of the 
North — on October 17, and the same day the Germans evacuated Douai. 
Roubalx and Tourcoing were liberated the next day ; Denain and Mar- 
chiennes on the Zlst and 22nd. The western suburbs of Valenciennes 
were fiercely disputed, being Anally retaken on November 2 by the 
Canadian troops under General Currie. 

A few days later the Armistice was signed, and the final Victory of the 
Allied AnniM an aoeompllshed fact. 



VISIT TO THK BATTLEI-'lELD 

A visit lo Ypro^i Town and Snlicnt requires two days, and may be made 
most conveniently by taking Lille iis tiic starting-point. 

First Day : Vi«it Messine*. Wylscliaete, Hoiitliem, Zondvoorde, Ghelii- 
vell, Berplaorc, Zonnebcko. i'nsscliendaele. I.iinReniarek, Ypres, Zollebeke 
and Hoojro. s|icniiin(( llie niirlit at Poprringiic. 

Secnnd limi : Visit tin' Hills : Sclieri-enlierft, Viilaicne. rtonpe and Kom- 
mol ; tlien, aflrr rf-rrossinc tlii> Krencli [ponlior. IJiosp of Cats and Noir, 
rcturninj; lu l.illc leu' llie niftlil. niii A rnieii litres-, ("staires, Bc'lhunc and La 
Bass6e. 

FIRST DAY ! LILLE — YPRES — POPERINGHE. 

Slartiiip-poinl : Tlio criinde Place, Lillp. 

Tilke line y nlimiiile to the cm/, rrnss Pliice tie Toiireoinn. simiinii lo Ihe 
right : take line ile l.ii Bu.-i.ii-t'. llieit the flml turning on ilii' rii/lil {Hue de Tu- 
renne). f'tntdnl Oiile. mid Hue l.fqiiciis: Crnsx tlie brtil/ie orer Ilutilr-Detile 
Canal, <ind liini l'< ll<e left inin \. I''. 

At riinlHfi, foll'.ir ilie Iniiii-lines iendiivj lo l,on,mi: .If lUi' I'nil of ihe 
viiiaqe. ei-o.'i.t ilif r/iliirni/ (/. i-.). f,,, iiirnii-ik I.oiiinir l.ii Hue Thiim, leaving 
the clinreh un tlie riuhl (lranH;p( [.'really liaiiiaged]. 

On tlie left arti the burnt ruins ot a lartro spinnini? mill. In tlie Melds : 
numerous small forts ot reinlorecd concrete, which commanded all the roads 
into Lille. The road passes throuicli a small wood, in the rigtit-hand pari of 



which are the ruins of Premesques Chateau, of which only the (ai;ade re 
Further on, to the left, is Wbz MAcguART, whose church was badly damaged. 
Trenches lead to the road, while in the fields, traces of the violent shelling 
are still visible. 

Pass through chapelle D'AnMENTifenES (compteiely destroyed], A/ler 
crossing the railway {I.e.}, a uhitisu cemetery is seen on the right. Armen- 
tl6res lies on the other side oj the next level crossing. 

After entering Armenti^res, and immediately beyond lite railway, take 
Hue da Faubourg de IJlle, leaving the Church of St. liocb on the right. Alter 
passing a public wasliing place, turn to the rigid into Rue dc Lille, then cross 
the Grande Place. Here will be seen the HoTtL de Ville, complelely 



Armenti^res. 

A rn I en litres sii He red in iiiiuiy v.ni-f, l>eiiig Uikon bj the English 
by the French in l3S'i, iiy the Calvinisls hi lulili, by .Murshals dc 
and De Rantzau in l(>4u, a:id by the Archduke Lcoputd in 1G4T. 



Occupied bv the Germans in MiriisI. 1914. it was relakcn in September. 
Nearly four years later (Aiiril, i91R) it again fell inlo l!ic hands of the 
enemy. 

On Oclol)er 2. it was nnnlly lilieniled by tleneral I'lumer's Army. 

Until the late war. Armrntii-Je^ had preservi'd its ITlli cciilury helfry 
and chimes, its church ot Notre-l»iiiue, anil amillier church dedicated lo 
St. Vaast — patron saint ot the town. 

This personafie, lo whom many o[ the cliurclies in this district have been 
dedicated, was Bishop of Arras in the Cth century. 

While still 6 priest, he is said to have cured a bhnd beggar in the pre- 
sence of CI o vis. 

This miracle was one of the causes which led to Ihe conversion of the 
king, to whom St. Vaast acted as instructor in the Failti. 

The town also possessed a national teclmical school, dating from the 
19th century. 



The River Lvs and St. Vaabt CuuncH {Clichi LL.) 



The Belfry, churches, schools and houses are all in ruins. 

In everything connected with the spinning and weaving of linen Armen- 
litres, like Lille, Roubaix, Tourcoing, and the whole of Northern France in 
general, was considerably In advance of Germany. 

Consequenlly, the Germans destroyed all themllts, factories and in«tal 
lurgical works, end what machinery could not be taken to pieces and Benl (o 
(iermany they niUileuly smatiied. 
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Visit Itie ruins of St. Vaeat Church, then return lo Flue de Dunken/ue. 
There lake the flrsl street on the rii/hl and cross Ihe Lys. From the Bridge 
Ihere ig a general view of the cliurch. 



Cross the Clolh Markei, then folloiu the tram-lines along Rue de Flondrt 
and Bue Bizel. Follow the Lys Canal, then cross the new bridge. Go through 
Bizet Village (badly damaged houses). Leaving the ruins of the church 
on the right, turn first lo the right, then to Ihe left (tlie photograph shows an 
army hut on Ihe left, now temporarily used as the office of the Receiver 
of French Customs). Cross Ihe frontier a few yards further on, then at Ihe 
fork fast outside Ihe village, lake the road on Ihe right opposite the Villa des 
Roses (photo below). 

Leaving on Ihe right the road lo Ihe gasworks (of which nothing is lett 
but a wrecked gasometer] Ihe first houses of Ploegsteert are reached. 

This village lay west of the first lines in May, 1918, and was cap- 
tured by the Germans on April 12 {see p. 39), 



iS Ploegsteebt. 



British cemetery No. 53 [photo, p. 56) lies al the enlrance to the village. 
Go straight Ihrougli the village (in ruins). On leaving il, Cemetery No. 54 
is seen on the right, then beyond a large concrete shelter, Cemetery No. 55. 
Cemetery No. 56 is on Ihe left, beyond the level-erossing. 

Cross Ploegsleert Wood, leaving the road to PetiUPonl Farm on the left. 
Here the road rises. To the le/l, on the slopes of Elevation 63, are seen the 



Cbobs-Roads'atNothe-Daste-de-Gra 
The Messlnes Road (bordered aiilh tree slumps) i 
for molon in June, 1919. To&b the Neuoe-l 
on the tefi {see route-map, p. il). 



ruins of La Hutte Chateau. On the crest opposite stand the ruins of Messlnei 
{photo above). In June, 1919, il mat not possible to go direct to Metsinet. 
the road being eul bg Ihe Pelite Douoe slream. 

Follow (he road as far as the fork lo the place colled N ot he-Dam e-db- 
Grace (the ruins of ttie ctiapel are barely distinguishable), then lake the 
Neuve-Eglise road on Ihe left. Slop the ear at Rossignol terre-plsin and 
walk a few yard) into the llllle wood on the right : numerous concrete shelters, 
from tlie top of which there is a very fine view over the Hills Kehhel, 
RouoE, NoiB and Cats. The last-named can be recognised by its abbey, 
which stands out against the Sky. 

Betarn to the car. The road now descends. Passing by a few ruined 
houses — all that remains ot the hamlet of Haurourdim — a fork is readied, 
where take the Neuoe-Eglise-Meastnes road on ihe right. British cemetery 
on the right. Cross the Douue river, then the railway {I. c). Turn to the 
right at the first ruins 0/ Wulvefiohbm, then go through the village, passing 
in front of the cemetery. Next cross the Sleenbeek, by the St. Quentin Bridge. 
The road now rises sharply to Ihe crest on which Mbssines used to stand. 
Numerous small forts are seen to the right and left. These former machine- 
gun nests are all that now mark the site ot the village. 

At Ihe entrance lo ihe village leave Ihe car at Ihe janciion of ihe Yprea- 
Armenliires nnd Neuve-Eglise-Warnelon roads, and visit these pathetic 
ruins on foot. 

Nesslnes may he regarded as one ot the hinges of the " Yprea Salient. " 
An important strategic point, it was hotiy disputed throughout the war. 

On November 3, 1914, during the First Battle of Ypres, it fell into the 
bands of the enemy. At tour o'clock on the toUowlug day, the ground 






Tfte motor Inkes Ihf righl-hand rood lo Oosllniiernc {see p. 47). 

between this village and HoUebeke (some Tour miles to the north) was the 
scene of several furious attacks (see p. 8). 

Messines was destroyed by the British bombardment during the oHensive 
of June, 1917. The New Zealandera captured it on June 7, in spite at a 
stubborn defence. They also look the neighbouring village of Wytsclioete 
(see p. 20). Messines again fell into German hands in April, 1918 (see p. 39), 
and was finally retaken on September 30 during the last battle (see p. 46). 
Return to the car and lake the Ypris road on the left {photo, p. 58). Along 
this road are numerous little bridges across the shell-holes. 

Wytachaete, which is soon reached, was captured, like Messines, <n the 
llrst battle of 1914, and retaken on June 7,1917, after very hard fighting, 
by the 36th Division (Ulster). After being entirely destroyed by bombard- 
ment (see p. 20), it was lost again on April 15, 1918, then retaken on Sep- 
tember 30, 1918. 

Al the fork, jast before entering the village^pToleclcd by a series of 
powerful blockhouses — talte the road on ifte riijhl leading lo Oosttavprnk 
(now totally destroyed). FollotB the main road (Ypres-Warneton) on tlie 
right as far as the place colled Gapaard (pholo below), then turn to the left 
along Ike road to Houthem. A series of little bridges over shell-crntors full 
of water — once the Hiver Wnnbecke — are crossed. 



Go Ihrowtb Hol.tiii:m, «likh «ii^ ra?cii lo the srniuiil. 
armoured sheller Uiiill n^»Jii!-L llic liri.k v.M of n lioiisf, the 
Ihe lefl. Cross llie canul by the Iprnpornnj bridge. 

The old bed or the cntial is mnrkcd liy some cminbling block 
A few yards further on, tahe Ihe level-eromiinii over Ihe Yprcs-IAUe Railway. 
It was on this line that on October 22 ami 23, 1914, the Germons brought 
up an armoured train wliicli hombnrileU Ypres with incendiary sheiis, cau- 
sing the Tirst serious damage to the town. 

A few hundred yards beyond Ibe railway turn lo Ihe righl at Ihe village 
of KoHTEwcLDE, Where a few wooden houses are being erected amonff the 
ruins. After crossing a number of Ullle bridges over Ihe Gaverbeek canal, the 
road, rising slightly, lurns lo the righl. Al this turning the Chateau {photo 
above) and viiiago of Hollebeke ought to be visible on the left, but tbis 



During the first bottle [iNovember, 1914] Ihe Germans launched attacks 
in great Force between Hollebcke and Messincs, and captured both these 
places. HoUebeke was retaken on July 13, 1917, during Ihe first piiase at 
the great British oiTensive for the clearing oF the town. After being lost 
again in April, 1913, Hollebeke was llnally recaptured by the Allies in 
October. 

The road first rises, then di^cends. On tlie liilUlde are the ruins of Zand- 
vooBDE. Al the entrance to the villagu lake Ihe ZilUbeke-Weruicq road on 
Ihe left, afterwards turning first to the right, llicn tv the left, between Imo wooden 
houses. The road descends, tlien, undulating slightly, foins the main road 
from Ypres to Menin, opposite Uiieluvei,t, the site of which is marked by a 
sign -post. 

This was one of the important strategic points in the (Irst German offen- 
sive of 1914 (see p. 7), when the villiigo whs cn|)tiired hy Iha enemy. During 
the bailie for the clearlni;' of Ypres, fierce llgliliug look place to the west of 
Gheluvelt, especially al Tower llumlel. 

From November, I9!7, to April, !9IW. the firing line ran through the 
viHage. Gheluvelt was retaken hy the Hiitish in October, 1918, 

Take the main road from Y presto Mcnin on the right. Only al Gueluvelt 
will a passable road to Becelaere be found. 

In Gheluvklt, where there are still a few broken walls standing, turn lo 
the left al the fork in Ihe road, leaving the ruined church on Ihe right. Al 
Ihe next fork take the right-hand road to the ruined hamlel of Tehhakd, 

Fifty yards before the crossing with Ihe Dadizelle Road, there is a German 
cemetery on the right, containing a remarkable concrete monument, thirty leet 
in height, which dominates the whole plain. This monument {photo, p. 63) 



was in reality a Gorniiin olisprvation-posl. Inside there were two floors. 
An outside staircase led to a plaltorm. Truces or Uie baluslrade are visible 
in tlie photo. 

Leave Ike hadizcite road on the right. Tlie road hereabouts is camou- 
flaged. Numerous small torls may be seen on bolh sides ot the plateau, 
especially on the right. The largest of them was used as a telephone ex- 
change. After paaaing the place called Molenkoek the tourist comes lo the 
Passchendoele-Wervieq road, now impassable. 

Leave llie car at tite fork, and go on loot through the ruins ol Becelaere, 
OS jar as the church on the right. 



Return lo Ihe fork and lake Ike righl-haitd uphill road. On the plateau 
Itiere are many shelters. 

To Ihe weit of the road from Becelaere lo Zonnebeke lay Polygone Wood, 
which was entirely destroyed. 

TheBrltlsh made twounsijccessfulattempts[July 31 and August 16, 1917) 
to take this strongly fortided wood, succeeding eventually In September 20 
(see p. 28). 

Evacuated by the British in April, 1918. the wood was finally recap- 
tured by the Allies in October, 1918. 

Beyond Ihe place called NooncEMiOEK Ihere is a bend In the road. On 
Ihe left, Zon.neheke Pond, the ruined chateau, and the remains of a gaso- 
meter come into sight [pholo below). 

At the place called Qiioodseinde lake the Ypres-Roulers road on the tefl, 
to visit the ruins of Zon.nebeke. 

lonnebeke wqe taken in 1914 by tlic Germans, who made an outpost 
otil in frontof tiieir lines. The village was recaptured on September 26, 1917, 
then lost in April, 1918, and finally retaken in the following October. 

Return lo Ihe fork (which was commanded by numerous small forts), 
ond turn lo the left : military cemetery at Ihe side of the road. In Ihe fields 
on Ihe right, 200 yards beyond Ike level-crossing, there is a monument to the 
memory of 148 olllcers and men oF the Canadian S£>th Battalion (photo, 
p. 64). 

Passing through shell-torn country, Passchendaelie — now razed to the 
ground — is reached. ■ " 

All that remains of the church is the mound seen' in the background 
of the photograph (p. 64). 

Passchendaele was captured by the Germans in November, 1914, and 
later by the British [October 26, 1917). The village had already been wiped 



out by the boiiibardziieril, but the position, which dominated Yprcs and 
Routers, was an important one. Tlie lighting there was of the fiercest, 
Hindenburg liaving ordered it to be held at all costs. However, the British 
broke down' the enemy's stubborn resistance. 



From Pasachendaele to Ypres, 

Begond the church turn lo ibe left. The undulating road goes straight 
to Westroosebfke. 

Westroosebeke was taken at the same time as Passohendaele, during the 
British offensive of Octoher 29, 1917. These two positions, lost in April. 
1918, were retaken on September 30 by the Belgian army unOer King Albert. 

The village was completely destroyed. On entering, turn to the rigltt and 
pass the church. A few broken tombstones mark the site of the chorchyard. 



FOELCAPPBLLE. ThE nOAD FROM LAHQBHARCK TO DlXHUDE. 



Relraeing hi> sltps, the tourist turn) to the right into the Ypres-Roulera 
Road, which describes a bend to reach Poelceppelle. This village was the 
scene ot fierce fighting in December 1914, and May, 1915, and is now in 
ruins. There are numerous redoubts to right and left, Jusl beyond the 
village, leave the Dixmude Road on the right, and take the one lending to Lan- 
GEMABCK. Beyond the cross-roads there is a confused heap of rails and broken 
trucks in the middle ot a piece of shell-lorn ground. At the fork, lake Ihe 
road to Ihe right and enter the ruined village of Langemarck. 

The photograph below shows : in the background, a mound formed by 
the ruins of the church ; [n the foreground, o lank. 

Langemarck, defended by the French in 1914, was evacuated on Decem- 
ber 17 ot that year. Recaptured, the town was losl again on April 21, 1915, 
during the German gas attack. 

Keep along Ihe road, leaving on the left Ihc ruins of the church, and a liitle 
further on Ihe remains of the chaleaii [photo, p. 67). 

Cross the railway (/. c] and then go on to Houthulst Forest, captured 
by the Germans in 1914, and retaken in 1918 (seep. 46). In June, 1919, the 
roads through the forest were impracticable tor molor-cars. 

Return lo the fork at the entrance to Langemarck, turn to the right, and 
take the road lo Boescnghe, crossing the Hanebeek. The road follou's the 
Ypres-Thourout railway, on bolh sides ot which are numerous redoubts. 
Cross Ihe ruins of Pilkem, 300 yards beyond which is a rather large British 

At the next fork in the road turn to the right and cross the railway {I. c). 
On the lett is another cemetery. Turn again lo the left. Notice in passing 
a third cemetery, then a tew yards furtlier on the ruins ot a mill. Cross the 
canal at the Pont de Boesinghe. 

On reaching the crossing of the main road from Dixmude lo Ypres, turn 
to the right.^ On' the left, the remains ot Boesinghe Chateau stand in the 
middle of a park, the trees of which are cut to pieces. 



LANOEUARCK, WtTH DERTROYBD TANK. ThE M 



Follow the road running along'lhe canal. The latter, owlng'to the uphea- 
val of the ground by shell-fire, is often lost to view. 1,500 yards from 
Boesinghe, the site ol [let Sas village, wiicrc the lock used to stand, may still 
be located. 

The Bghting wns very severe there, especiolly in 1914. 



Relurn lo Boesinghe, leave the road just laken on Ihe le/l, and cross the 
railway (I. c). 

The road runs alongside Ihe YperlSe river and canal for some distance. 
Numerous traces of footbridges are to be seen over both river and canal, 
the course ot which can no longer be distinguished with certainty. 

The road next (urns sharply lo Ihe left, crosses Ihe Lys-Yperlie Canal, 
then passes Ihe dock of the Yser- Ypres Canal {pholo above), and enters Ypres 
bff Ihe Dixmude Gale. 



YPRES 

Few names awaken more memories than that ol Ypres— a city of incom- 
parable splcnduiir in the Middle-Ages, and ot which notliing now remains 
but a heap ot ruins. Of the last precious traces of Its ancient prosperity, 
the rich and splendid buildings which filled the mind with wonder — the 
immense Cloth Hall, the beautiful cathedral, the churches, the sumptuous 
mansions, the sculptured houses — the German guns have spared nothing. 
History furnishes few examples ot such grandeur followed by destruction so 
swift and so complete. Ypres is now but a memory. 



Chief Historical Events. 

The Town of Ypres (Latin Ypra, Flemish leperen) grew up in the 
lOLh century around a fortilled castle, rebuilt about 95S by Baudoin, Count of 
Flanders. This castle had been in existence since the 8lh century, but only 
the ruins had survived the Norman invasions. 

The town, favourably situated in the centre of the maritime plain with 
its rich grassy meadows inlcrsccled by canals, prospered exceedingly. 
A numerous population sprang up of merchants and artisans, whose chief 
sources of wealth were the manufacture and sale of clotii. 

As early as the 12lh, but e-specialU m the 13th and 14th centuries, Ypres, 
thanks to important privileges granted by the Counts of Flanders, became 
a considerable town, and possessed 4,ono looms. 

Flanders, the meeting-point of the three great European stales — ^Britaln, 
France and Germany — was then the industrial centre par excellence of the 
west and the rendezvous of all the merchants of the old world. This explains 
the splendour of the towns ot Flanders In the Middle-Ages, not only Ypres, 
but Bruges, Ghent, elo. 



Ttiis prosperity was often a temptation to the Kings of France, who led 
many an expedition, into Flanders. Ypres was talcen by Louis VI, in 1 128, 
by Philippe-Aueuste In 1213, by Philippe-le-Bel in 1297, but the town was 
little damaged by tliese wars. 

It suffered more in the 14th century. Riots, and the siege and destruc- 
tion of the town by the people of Ghent in I3S3, caused many ot the weavers 
to emigrate, and left as its only industry the manufacture of Valenciennes 



lamily rciirnod until 1.181. This dynasty cndeJ with Louis-le-MSIe, and Phi- 
Uppe-lc-Harctl, Duiie ol Burgundy, became Count ot Flanders. 

Under the rule ot these Dultes, who were fairly wise and moderate 
Statesmen —Finn clers bcin^ a source ot consideraiilc revenue, and the 
Flemish people quick to revolt against any violation of their privileges — 
Ypres prospered grcally. 

In 1431 Flanders passed under the rule of Austria (Marie, heiress ot^ 
Burgundy, luul married the Archdulte Maximilian), then in 1558 under that' 

In 1559 it replaced Thirouanne as the centre ot the diocese. 

At that time It had lost much of its splendour. Towards the end ot the 



71 

I5th century It was depopulated by a dreadful pestilence, and about the 
middle of the following century, a second outbreak completed the ruin of 
the town. It was just beginning to recover when it was captured by the 
Gueux and the troops of the Due d'Albe and Alexandre FamSse, who 
massacred most of the inhabitants. 

In the 17th century Ypres was taken by the French on four occasions — 
164S, 1649, 1658 and 1678— linully reverting to France under the Treaty 
of Nim^ue at about the latter date. 

Vauban (orlified il. Retaken by the Imperial Troops in 1715, Ypres 
was restored to France in 1792, and under the Empire became the capital 
of the DSparlement of Lys. 



The treaties of 1815 gave it back to the Netherlands, and since 1830 it 
has formed part of the Kingdom of Belgium. 

In 1914 the population numbered 18,000. Its principal industries were 
the manutaclure of woollen goods, printed cottons, linens, ribbons, and 
Valenciennes lace. Us tanneries and dye works were also of considerable 
importance. 

It was a clean, well-built town, watered by the river Yperlte. 

The many arms of the latter ran through the streets of the town, ena- 
bling the boats loaded with merchandise to come right up to the ware- 

These waterways are now covered in. Formerly there was a path on 
each side of them, which explains the exceptional width ot the streets and 
squares of Ypres. 



A Visit to the Ruins. 

The tourist fnlrr$ Ypres by the Dixmude Gate. 

At No. 54 Rue de Dixmude Is the [agade of the Maison Biebuygk, on the 
right. Biiill in 1544, this house was one ot the most remarkable in Yprea. 
Immediately below the gable were two carved medallions representing the 
aun and the moon. The great pointed arch which framed the gable windows 
gave exceptional grace to the facade {photos, p. 73). 

At No. 66 ot the same street, on the left, the 18th century facade shown 
Id the photographs {p. 74), was still standing In July, 1919. It was deco* 
reUd with Btatuei ot the Virgin Hary and St. PrangolB, under fluted nlohM 
with carved bordon. 



BiEBUvaK House (No. 54, But dc DIxmude), 
BBFOna THi Wab. It wab one of tub 

HANDEOHBBT HOUSES IN YPRES 

(Pftolo' Anion Up Ypra). 



BuKVYaX HOtWBi tt THB WlM IMWT H 



St. Frak^u School, a 



THE CLOTH HALL AND THE NIEUWERK 

The Cloth Hall, containing extensive warehouses, in which the sale of 
cloth was carried on, was built In the I3th and 14th centuries. It consisted 
ot a series o( buildings grouped around a rectangular court. The Hall 
proper was distinguished from a building called the Nieuwerk, added in the 
17th century. The southern building of tlie hall had a magnlllcent facade, 
flanked on the ensl by the ^able of the Nieuwerk and surmounted by a 
lan;e belfry in the centre. Bold turrets stood at both ends of this fagade. 
Rather spare in ornament, the long succession of glaied and blind windows 
constituted the grandeur of the tagade. On the ground-floor, which was 
lighted by a row of quatrefoil windows in pointed arches, there were torty- 
elght rectangular doors. 

Above these doors were the high windows of the upper storey, the Hall 
having two floors. These windows were alternately gla/eil and blind — a 
method frequently adopted in the -Middle- Ages, to avoid weakness in the 
walls, without dclracling from the symmetry of the exterior. This storey 
was reached by sliilrcnses, accpss to which was gained through doors at 
each end of the facade. 

The glniert windows were decorated with three trefoils supported on two 
arches. The blind windows were similar to the windows of the ground-floor, 
except that the latter were less lofty. The two arches formed niches, each of 
which contained a statue : that of q Count ot Flanders (the Counts and 
Countesses from Baudnin Ttras-do-Fer to Charles Quint were represented) or 
of a notable citizen of Ypres, such as Melchior Broederlnm, the painter. 
These statues, some of which were restored in the 19th century, rested on a 
corbel apparently supported by a small Hgure bearing the coat-of-arms of 
the sovereign represented. 



Yprbs. Thb Clotu Hall, Nibuwgrk and Cathedral {In Ihe baekuround) 

The ISih-lith eailiuv Hall had a ,maenilieent fatade, larmonted b]i a high btll-loiiKr 
(pholo Antonu, Vpree). 

The upper portion of the walls was decorated with an ornamenlal trieze 
and a tiattlement bordered with tine moulding. The triezc was composed ot 
a tricusped arcade with small columns carried on corbels willi carved heads. 

Behind tlie balllernenis ran a sentry-way, while at Uie ends of the fagade, 
turrets decorated with arcades and surmounted by octagonal spires, served 
as watch-towers 

The Belfry rose from the centre of the buildings, of which il was the 
oldest part, the Foundalion-sLone having been laid by Baudoin IX., Count 



The windows of the first storey op the Cloth Hall. 
Evtro allernttle window was blind, and wat ornamtnted with statuet of the 
of Flandtrt or other notable pertoni of the eilu {photo Antong, Ypra). 



at Flanders, In 1201. Square In plan, it consisted of three stories.' Its 
exterior, lilce that of the fajade, was decorated with arches, and was lighted 
with windows ornamented with trefoils. It had two rows ot battlements, 
four corner- turrets, and a timber-work root surmountad by a campanile, 
above which rose a small spire. At the base ot this campanile there were 
(our copper eagles, dating from 1330. At the toot ot the belfry a door, 
flanked by two pilasters, led to the inner court ot the Hall. Over this door 
was a modern statue of Notrc-Damo-do-Tiiinc, with the L ion of Flanders 
above. 



that the re prc'^iTil;. lives of Uie iriiil<is liolil their miTtina^;, and that the 
charters nf tbn ciiiUI? were kepi in cn-al coffers with manifold locks. There, 
al^o, llic arrfiUos of tlie (owo were storril. The bottom slorey was used as 
a prison, l-rom the siimniil, itiiccasinc watch was kppt, to warn the oiti- 
zpns of diiTiocr, pEppcially that of (Ire. 

The roof of tho Hall wa*; pili'heil very hiijh, in orilor the inore easily to 
get rid of snow and rain water. It was gilded and emhlazonort with the 
arms of the city and those of the County of Flanders. This roof, with its 
dormer windows, did not cover a stone vaulting, but ii panelled ceiling. 
Inside the upper storey were large wainscotted galleries, which, in the 
I9th century, were divided by partitions and adorned with mural decora- 



The collapse 0/ Ihe facade aihidi trama 

(photo btlow) left Iht latter standing a\ 

toiaer portion sllil exlili, thanks lo r'l 

constraction {photo Anlonn, Ypra 



The Pa u we Is Room. 

During the last century, the Hall was freqnently restored and embel- 
lished. In 1876 the walls Of'lhe eastern half of the southern buildlnff were 
decorated with twelve mural paintinps by Ferdinand Pauwels, representing 
the principal events in the history of Ypres, In the days of its prosperity 
(1187 to the siege by the people ot Ghent in 1383). The artist displayed 
. exquisite taste, especially in the fresco deplctinR the " Wedding of Mahaut 
de Bilhune with Mathias de Lorrnint. " The western half of the eallery was 
decorated by the artist Delbeclte, with painting depicting the life of a cloth 
merchant. Owing to the death of the artist, the last picture was never 
flnished. This gallery was used as a banqueting hall. A number of Statues 
by Puyenbroeckof 
Brussels, along the 
southern tagade, 
had replaced the 
originals, badly da- 
rn nged during the 
Revolution (1793). 
The Biver Yper- 
Ii5e formerly flowed 
past the weslemta- 
Qnde and, until 
1848. there was a 
flight of steps with 
a double balustrade 
(1 7th century) to 
facilitate the trans- 
fer of merchandise 
from the boats to 
the warehouses. 
TaB Pauwbu Booh in dec, lilUphelQ Antang,', Yprtt), 



The Meuwerk. 

The Nieiiwerk <l[il not ilelracL fiMiii llic iiniiosinK iippoiirmicc of the 
fiOulliern facndc, ot wliicli il fDniioil Ilic eiintiiiii:iliiiii. Heii:iissaiife in 
style, the plons ure soiil to have Ijecii the work of J. Sporeinon (iiboiit 
157aj. BiiilUing was begun c.nrly in the ITtli century uiid llnisheil in IG24. 

The groiintl-floor formcil an open liall. 20 TeuL in wiillh, tlie v;iiilting 
of which was tdi-riuil on sleniler ejliniliii'iil enliiiniis, joined by irregular 
arcades. Tlio liiiiUling eiinipHse! two stones. Ilie llrst iif wliicii coniniiini- 
cated with that of lliu Cl.illi Unll, The large high winilrnvs of Ihc ta^ades 
wore very close logcliier. Tiie roof wiis pifrci'il nilh lii^li and very ornn- 
mental dormer-windows. 

The Nienwerk was restored idii.iil ISr.-*. In I hp i:i,.,,>,ll,' Erhn-iwile. 
Ircacoes Ijv (liifTens nnd J. Swertsi and slaini'il-ula^- wvrv niKnidnl. and at 
the same lime n flue nreplace was l>iiill l.y >Uill:.it <.r Hi-.i-mI:.. did nmial 
paintinss, reprcsejiting SI. Marlt uinl SI. .lolin. ;iiiil a U-U-ia-. ili-piclini; ihe 
Counts of l''landers from IK'i lo I ITfi, were disi-ovrrod an.l resloied; In 
the ndddle oE the liall ^lood a small uqncsti'ion slntui^ of John of Hi'aliant 
{1252-1294) l>y A, I-icts. 

Thisslightly-ljiiill Nietineik conid nol long witlisland tlie liojnliardmcnl. 
The south gable, struck on November 21. 1914, collupsod, while on the 
following day the Cloth Hall burst into flames. A few weeks' lalcr the 
NIcuwcrk was completely destroyed. 



OeCehber, 1914. 

The collapse of 

left aUible Ihe 

remains o/ 
Iht decoralioii 



'An[pholoAnlon!i, Yprei). 






H Square (pAolo Anions, Yprei 



Tarn lo llie right in the Place Vumleiipeerebiioni, fojiiicrly iin ormuiiciiUI 
pond, now ftUed in. 

Here used to stand a row ii( old lioiisea wiLli Juuhle TaQude. now complet- 
ely destroyed. llercaUo, to the north i>rtlicClolh Hall, stood tlie Cathedral 
ot St. MaVlin, 



St. Martin's Cai 



Compare wilh photo I 



The Cathedral of 
St. Martin 

The Church of SI. MarUn 
(whkh became a cathedral 
in 15'iO) replaced an older 

cluirch of the llth century. 
Built in the 13lh century, 
its choir dated from 1221. 
and its nave from the se- 
cond half of that rtntury. 
The toiindation-slone was 
laid by Marguerite of Cons- 
tantinople. The western 
tower daleil only from the 
15th century, and replaced 
a towfr which had colla- 
psod in 1433. The new 
lower was 175 leet in 
lieiglit. nnd was to have 
l.een twice as high. Buill 
from the plans of Martin 
L'nlcnhove of Malines, it 
was severe in style. 

The plan of the Cathedral 
was a Latin cross, and 
terminated in a semicircular 
choir. It underwent im- 

WAB. portant restorations during 

"«"■ the last cent4iry. 

Anlonw, J^^^ facade of the south 

arm of the transept was 

iiilral porlal was surrounded by a polygo- 



(plioh Antony, Yprci 



nal rose- window and crowne.l willi n hit 
the side ftortals, Ihc surfarc of wliicli 
(tables lighloil liy rose-winilows. 
This part ot the IjiiiUing was 
probably not earlier limn Hie 
14th conlury. 

There were no radial chapels 
In this Rreat church. A circulal- 
injf pallery running IhroiiRli tho 
biillressea torineil an ii n In U'fpii ti- 
led passRgo round the biiiidinjj. 

At the base of tlie root ran 
an open bnliiBtrndc, broken nt 
intervals by the plniinclcs which 
crowned tlic buttresses. 

Above Ihecentreof tho transept 
rose a campanile, surmount eil 
by a very pointed timber-work 

The nave, nnil more especially 
the choir, won! rnmarkalili-. 
|[is;h pillars with i-rockolod and 
foliate ca|iitals supported Ihr 
springing ot llic large irrcBiiliir 
arches. Abiivf rnii a ciroiilaling 
gallery or Irirnriiini. The puin- 
ted arches of Hio lallor witi- 
curried by small columns wbic'li 
originally rcsli'rl nu llio wido 
abiici of the i-apilals. but si-M-rai 
ot llicm had been I'lil an;iy and 
replaced by statues of apustlo«, 
evangelists, or porsuns of noli:. 



iPholo Aiilomj, Yprfs.) 
Compare uiilh phalo bdivy. 



This arrangement Is 
common in Burgundy and, 
like otiiers to be found in 
the Callieilral— the exte- 
rior circulating gallery, 
the inlerior gallery, the 
form ot tlie latter, and 
various decorative fea- 
I ures— show how strongly 
Frencli, :iml especially 
liui'giiiidiaii influence |ire- 
[loncicraUvl in Flanders 
durlni: tlie l-llli iceulnry. 



[Pftofo Antong, Ypra.) See aboiie. 



Uie main entrance; and ol llie tomb of An- 
loine de Hennin. Bishop otViires. who died 
in 1626. The centre of the tomb represen- 
ted thebishopinhisponUficai robes ;on the 
left, he was seen kneeling in prayer, with ills 
nnilre close by ; on the right, his patron, St. 
Anthony, was rpprrspntcd In a hcrmil's 
gown. accompanicUl liy liis Iradilioiinl pi;;. 

A " Virgin and Child " was fdrtiinnleiy 
rescued Irom the ruins of tiic Cathedral. 
It is a Flemish work of Ihe IGlh ccnliiry. 
A surrounding fence {Horlii.i cnncliisiis of 
the Litanies) is represented on the pede-^lnl 
(photo opposite). 

Beside tlie lomli dcscpibed above uns 
tlial of Jean Visscherbis, Hishop oT Ypri's, 
who died in 1613. TIlc bisluip, clothed In 
his ponlilical robes nnd weiirin!; his mitre, 
was represented in a rrvunihcnt position, 
bis head raised on a cushion and siipportcil 
by his hand [photo beloir). 

There were other tombs in the chnrch, 
notably that of Louise Delase, Lady of 
Saillort, widow of the Clianceilor of Bur- 
gundy, Hugonnet (belieaded in 1477). The Viroin of St. Martin. 

In the pavement before the allar was the [Photo Anlonii, Ypres.) 

third tombstone of the famous ConNBLius 
Jansenius. It was a simple slab of stone, 

on which was, carved a cross, and in Uic four eoroers the Ngiu'CR 1, 0, 3, 8. 
.lansenius, Bishop of Ypres, who died of pla^'ue on May C, I63)j, was tlie 
founder of the sect ut the Janscnlsts, which still exists in Holland, and 
whose headquarters are at UtrechL When and how this tombstone was 
placed there is not known. It replaced two others removed by ecclesiastical 
authority in 1655 and 1673 respectively. Floiind the chapel, known as the 
Dean's Chapel, there was a line copper railing decorated with SJnoll alabas- 
ter figures. The inner doors of the church were magnificently carved ; 



those of llie soulh portal, with 
superimposed ftgtipesol saints, 
wprc Poiisiclorotl to be marvels 
of llolcian nrt. 

Til lUi! Place Vmidenpeer- 
liiJooi, Ijike (he Ftiiu dc Boe- 
siiigMi-. LpnvioK Ihe Hue rt'EI- 
vcniiriifrMe {see pinn. p. 72) on 
the l^ll. Hic Ciltle Mnrket is 
I, foriiiiTly a pond, 



rille.l 



=, Nos. 15. 



icieil 



il which 




in (he wali of the 
i-y : 1-0-2-9. Atlho 

■ho which probably 

ot sailors {photo 
he next house, 



'Iff "flQi" 
{photos below niiil p. 91). Behind 
,■]■>■ in the eardciis {pliulo, p. 01). 



Compare with pholo oppotile. 



Turn In the Iffl iiilu tin- iJliaiiniie.- t/c I-unu's, icauinu uit the 1.-II tlic reser- 
voir of the niineil waterworks. Take Ri>ulf\i<ird MnUni iind reliini to llie 
Grande Place, viii the Hue de Sliier.i and Ike Hue iiu licnrri: {ptiolox, p. 9'i), 



WAn iphoto A:,lo,i,j. ypra 



(Photo Anlnny, Yprca.] 



Tills was an important, two-gabled liiiildmg of symmetrical proportions. 
The lower part ol the facade resembled IhaL of the Cloth Hall, but the upper 
story and roof of the building were of a later date. The gables, with stnir- 
like copings, were decorated with blind wimlows. The lower storey was of 



The Meat Market, 



L ot llm laqaiie were brick. 

The firsl storey was for- 
merly occupied Ijy the 
Brollierliood of St. Michael. 
The Museum, whicii was 
liouEcil there, contained a 
number of pictures, in teres l- 
ing drawings of the old 
wooden fronts ot the houses 
of Yjires (by I.. Boplim). 
old chests containing the 
Charters of (lie Drapers, 
pieces of sculpture and 
wrouglil ironwork. 

Almost direellij opposite 
llie Cloth Holl is tlie line de 
l.illi', ill irhicli. on Ihe right, 
is tlie Hospioe Berie [pho- 
to,, p. OA). 

TWm lionic for aged 
women was founded nbout 
i -i'',! liy Christine do Guines, 
widow (it Solomon Belle, 
Lord of Uoesinghc, and 
rebuilt in the ITlh century. 
The tacndc of the ehapel, 
whicli faced (he Rue de 
Lille, contained twin doors, 
surmounted by a large 
sloincd-glass window set in 
a radiating flamboyant fra- 



meworli. In nddiliim to Uie shil.iii- «f SI. McIloIus (iiKniiisl Uic cenlral mii- 
llion ot the slained-gljiss winilow), (liu lower |iiii t of tliis fa^ude was embel- 
lished with xlatues, in RcnaissHncc iiichi'S. of tlic roiindress and lier 
liusband. Above the window was an oculas, the dccomtion of which 
was mingled with tlial ot an escutcheon imniedlalcly liencnlh il, on 
which the date " IfilG " could still be deciplicrod. 

Inside the chapel were a I7th 
century portnl)le confcsaional (a 
very curious specimen of carved 
woodwork). I5tli ccnliiry copper 
canrielRbra. anil ir fhic picture 
ntlribntea to Mdchiur llro<'ilei-l:iiii. 
This artist, whoa> works im wry 
rare, was a native oT Ypre<. He 
painted at Dijon ahoiil IWii, ami 
preceded J. vhti Kvik ii-; uilleiiil 
painter I-o the IJuUrs of Hurnnmlv. 
This picture was savt'd. 

On Ihe riijM ../ th'- nln-d. iti tif 
midst of the niiits. run hr s.vn lb-- 
broken-in vanllhii.' of Ihe old 
French Bnrrnrks {/.lioto nlmw). iiii-l 
on the lefl.lUr Hotel merghelynck. 

The latter eiiiiriniiii.- isih ■■■■„- 
tury house Slooii id Ihe mnuT 111 
the Buedes I'ripiiT-. II lui-, limit 
(1774-177fi) tro.ii th,' plmi- .if 'I lio- 
mas Gombcrt ot LiDe. mul ii^ lii~i 
proprietors had (Oiiveili'Ll it iiilo 
an Inlere^tin? riiusciini. 

It was decorated with woodwork 
panelling, and Louis XVI. Medal- nortL Mkrqhelynck, i!e>oke hie War. 
lions by Ant. Jos. de la Dicque, {Pholo Aniony, Ypres.) 



The Templaei's Hoi 



St. Pbter's Chueich Ipholo Anlony, Ypres). 

A white stone vase, carved from designs by Rubens, stood in the line 
lurt oF the house. 
Almost opposite, at No. 6S, was the old Mth century Templars' House, 



rHB War {pholo Anlony, Ypra), 



This nth century ctiurcli liiul boon largely robuilt. The facade was 
sunnounted by a aubstnnliiil squnre tower, tlanked by tour corner turrets 
and crowned with an octn(;otinl npire rebuilt in 18G8. 

Inside, lofty columns sup|iortcil llie springing of the large irregular arches- 
There was no vaulting, tlie church having a liiubcr-work roof, in shape 



[The point /rbm where this photograph was laken 

inverted keel. In it were a lOtli ccnlury altar, large carved pulpil and 
/?(jc de I.ille ends al Lille Gatk. Uetore passing tiiroiigli, ctimb up the 



ramparts, from which there 
Is a mngnificent panorama. 

Pass Ihrough lite Gate, 
the towers of which date 
from 1395. There is an 
Interesting view over the 
wide moBts, and of the 
ancient ramparts {rebuilt by 
Vauban] which were ruined 
by shells. 

Tarn back and re-enler 
the town bg the some way. 
Begond the Church of St. 
Pierre, take the first street on 
the right as far as Hue. des 
Chiens, where, on turning to 
Ike left, the ruins of the 
Chuhch of St. Jacoueb, and 
the shattered fnqadn of thp 

HflTRL nn GANr> irill be s^>-n. 
The latter fine hoii^e wHli 
double (fables dated rrom 
the IGth century. The tran- 
sition from I5th to Ifith cen- 
tury style is very mar- 
ked : on the ground-floor is 
the irregular arch of tlic 
I5th century, while on the 
first floor the arches are full 
aeml-clrclea, framing the 
rectangular bays, whose 



British Cghetehv at the Hospice Notre-Dahb. 

tympana are decorated with flamboyant figures. These tympana were 
added some years later, thus giving the wide 17th century windows, ol 
which the (French) architect ot the Hotel Merghelynck made such happy 
use (photo, p. 101). Having reached the Grande Plate, lake Hue rfe Menin on 
the right, leaving on the leU the ruins of the Hospice Notre-Dame. yexl 
take the Menin lioad, to visit the Chateau de Hooge and Zillebeke. 



Henin Gate. On leai/ing Ypres ir 



Visit to Zlllebeke and Hooge. 

(See rouU-map, p. 47.) 

Al the Meitin Gate leave lite Weslroosebeke Rood on the left, and lake, 
the main road to Menin on the right. 

On the right, near the last houses, is a Rritish cf-metehy (pholo above). 
Before the leael-crossing ouer the Ypres-Roiilers railway, take the road to the 
right. After passing tivo further lerrl-croxxinijn, the road descends sligMly. 
On the left is a largo British CeiiEiEnY ; on the high ground In the right are 
the remains of the Chateau, whilst In the distance lies Zlllebeke Pond. 
On the left is another Cumetehv. Pass, on the left, the beginning of an 



T ZiLLEDEKR in I9IS [jirtM tramfemJ.) 



! War Ipholo Anlonu, yprei). 



impassable road which jormerty led to Ike main rood from Menin. Go pasl 
the ruins of Zillebrke Chuhch, ahoivn in Ifie photographs, p. 104 {before 
and after the War), Helurn 'by the same road as far as the railway, and 
turn to the right. A large British Cemetery, containing 1,500 to 2,000 gra- 
ves, will be seen on the western slopes of the Hoocu Crest. Thesiteotthe 
village of Hooge— marked only by a notice board— Is next reached. There 
ia no trace whatever left of the chSteau or of Bellewaarde Lake. It was 
here that the battles ot July 31, 1917, were fought. On June 2, 1917, 
the first objectives of the British, in their ofTensive for the clearing of 
Ypres, were the Wood and VHta^-o of Hoogc. They were only taken on 
July 31, although the ohateaii itself was captured in June. 



Again lost by the British in April, 1918, those positions were evacuated 
by the Germans in October. 

Follow the road to the (op of the crest, where the " Tank Cemetehy, " 
nontnining toiirleen derelict tanks, lies {photo below). 

iVoiiP skirt on the riijhl the beginninij of SanctuarY Wood, beyond which 
is the strategic Elevation 60. Elevation 60 was captured by the Germans 
in 19H, nnd retaken by the British In 1915. It was the object of frequent 
attacks, chiefly the Cernian attack of April 27-28, 1916. Al the place cal- 
led Veldhork, opposite HEnENTiiAOE Wood (full ot concrete shelters and 
tanks), return lo Ypres, entering the town by Ihe Menin Gate. 



rind from Yprts to Menin 



From YprCB to Popsplnghe. 

Crott IJte loam bg the Grange Place, Rat aa Beurre, Put det Saert, Bou- 
Uoard Malou, on the rigM, and Bae Capron, on the lefl, coming oat ol fAe 
Chauiiit dt Poperinglte. On leaving the town pass ouer the leuel-eroutng.' 

From Ypres to Vlfimertinghe, the road runs through devastated country ; 
'bsre numerous trenches and machine-gun shelters can sUlI be seen. 

Takt the Itvel-crossing over Ihe Hatebrouck-Ypres railwag,llun cross 
•th« Ktmmelbeek bg a bridge, still in good condition, and go through VlKmer- 
Unghe. This .viHage BuRered greatly from the bombardments. In/ront of 
the partly demolished church the road turns lo the lefl. 

From Vlamertinghe to Poperinghe the aspect of the country changes 
completely. The road is shaded by large trees, and there are hop-fields on 
both sides. 

Enter Poperinghe by the Cbaussie d' Ypres, continued by the Hue d' Ypres. 
Paxting the H6tel des Postes and ifteHOTEL-DR-ViLLE, the tourist comes lo 
Iht Grande Place. 



Poperinghe 

' Poperinghe, a small town of 12,000 inhabitants, is the centre of an 
agricultural district, wherehop-growing is the chief industry. 

Of its three churches, two only are Interesting from an artistic point of 

The Church of St. Jean is Romanesque in style, whilst that ot St, 
Bbrtin contains some remarkable woodwork : the V^ritt pulpit, the Dean's 
confessional, and the rood-loft are masterpieces of the Renaissance period. 

In the court ot the HAtel Skindles there is a tombstone dating from 
1171, 

Old houses are rare in Poperinghe, the town having several timea been 
. destroyed. 



SECOND DAY i POPERINGHE ■ LILLE 

Via The HUls of Ptaadei% Armentl^rea. Nl«ppe Forest, 
Herville and Bfthune. 

Visit lo the Hills : Scherpenberg, Vidaigne, Rouge and Kemmel in Bpl- 
gium ; and the Mont des Cats and Mont Noir in'France. 

At the Grande Place of Foperinghe lake Hue Flamande, then Chauuie. 
de Feninghelsl, lurn to Ihe tefl along Ihe Bue des Pritres, then to the right 
into Rae Boescheppe, opposite Ihe church of SI. Berlin. 

Pass in front of the Diocesan College, tlie root of which was badly ' 
damaged by shell-fire. In the Place Berlin, turn lo the right. 

Croti the river by a rteentlj/ restored bridge, then skirl, on the left, Iht 
eommurtal eemderg, where the graveB have been deatroyed by the sheps, 
and tn$* Ihe Hattbronek-Yprtt rallivag (f. e.). 



On Ihe le/l is an Allied cemetery containing 500 to 600 graves. On the 
right, against Ihe sky, is Cats Hill. Numerous macliinc-gun sliellcrs can 
still be seen along the road. Cross a narrow-gauge railway, wiiicli serves a 
military station, on the right. 

The road is first undutaling, then descends to Reninghelst. Here 
leave The Chubch, on the tcjt, wliich bas nol greatly sufTcred. In the church- 
yard near by, there are a few h'rcnch soldiers' graves. At the eross-roods, 
turn to the lejl, then 20U ijards further on, ul Zevecoten, take the road on the 
right to La Clytte. 

The further we advance tiie grenU-r tlii! devastation becomes. 



After tlic capture of Kemmel Hill, a violent encniy attack on April 27 
broke down before the desperate resistance of the Trench 28lh Infantry 
Division (Madelin) and the British 9th Infantry Division. 

Kemmel is seen on the left, and Scherpenberg in front. 

Paas the church {photo, p. Ill), The road turns to the right beyond llie 



ori houaet, and gradaally ellnibs the afopn o/ lAe ScheppenberB (offltsiK, ' 
340 feel]. The Hank of this hill is Hlmost perpendiculEir, end fn it arenuiDB- . 
Tous remains of shelters. 

The narrow road which led to the top was completely destroyed. Tha 
ascent can, however, be made on foot. 

InspiteoFallthelrefTorts, the Germans (aile to reach theScherpenbergin 
their oiTensive of 1918. Their elTorts to outrianic the Flanders Hills on the- 
north broke down before the resistance of the French 39th Infantry Division 
(Massenet) on April 26, 27 and 28, 1918. 

Al the next fork turn !o the right inlo the village of Westoutpe. Hero 
the road winds through the valley. The river on the left has, owing to 
Bhell-fire, become a small lalte. Wcstoutre suffered greatly from the bom- 
bardments. 

Pass the imd-de-Ville, then turn to the left in front of the church. Tlu ■ 
road rises sharply and winds round Vidaigne Hill. The many shelters 
tn the sides of the hill can plainly be seen. 

Behind the hill, leave the road leading to Ihe French frontier, and lake Iftc 
road on the left which first descends and then climbs the slopes of Rouge 
Hill. From the plateau there is a splendid view across the plains. 

Leave on the left the ruins of the Chapel ot Notre- Da me-de-Lourdes. 

Rising rather stiffly, the road runs into the Bailleul Road. On UittiiAg 
to the right, Ihe first houses of Locr* village are reached. 



LocnD was the s'-ene ot lerridc fighting during the German ofCenBive 
against llie Flanders Hills in 1918. On April 19, 1918, il was taken by the 
enemy after a darinc advance t)y their Alpine Corps which had succeeded in 
reaching Kemmelbeek Valley. On the same day, the soldiers of this picked 



T Kemuel ATsn Ki:< 



I'botographFtl frnm tli' rnstcrn nlopcs of Kem 
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corps conlinued their advance as (ar as the crossing with the Westoutre road, 
1 Itilometre to the north of Locre ; but here French dragoons, in an irre- 
sistible counter-attack, drove the Germans back and recaptured Locre. 
leaving only the Hospice, to tlie south-east of the village, in enemy hands. 

Beyond the ruins ot the church, in the middle of a devastated cemetery, 
lurn lo the te/l ; then of the next fork, leaving some French graves an the left, 
lake the road on the right leading to Kemmel Hill. 

This hiii, the first ot the Hills ot Flanders, is famous for the battles fought 
there in 1918. On April 17, 1918, the Germans had reached the toot. On 
the 25th, they rushed to the attack, encircitng and capturing the hill, which 
was held by the French 30th Infiintry Regiment. During the next anil 
following days French counter-attacks failed to dislodge the enemy. It was 
only on August 30 that the Germans evacuated the hill ; on the 31st it 
was occupied by the British. 

Pass BunoRAVE Fahsi. At the foot of the hill [inaccessible lo vehicles) 
the road turns (o the left. Here the ground is completely churned up, the 
bits of road being connected up by little bridges thrown across the shell- 
holes. In the distance is seen the ruined church of liemmel (photo, p. 1 13^. 
On reaching the village, turn lo the right, to visit the ruins ot the chateau 
ipholo, p. 1 14}, then return lo the fork and lake the road on the right. 

The road is hilly, as the photograph, talten 500 yards this side ot the 
crossing with the La Ciytte road, shows. Keeping straight along the road 
by which he came, as far as Zf.vecoten, the tourist turns first lo Ihe left and 
then lo the right. 

In Ihe centre of Reninghelst village, lake Ihe Neuoe-Eglise road on the left. 
At the fork in Ihe road al Heksken, lurn lo Ihe right towards Poperinghe, 
Cross the river. At Ihe crossing of the road from Poperinghe to Boeschepe, 
turn lo the left lo visit the lahoest cbmetgry in this region [shown on the 
route-map, p. 108), which contains 20,000 to 22,000 graves. The photo- 
graph tieiow gives but a slight idea of the size of it. 



Reirucinij bis sle/iii the liiiirinl Uthes llif rt,ml irhicit first skirlt the railavy 
and then erdsAci il {I, c.) lu rejoin the Poperinghe-Sleenwoorde road. Take 
the /alter on the le/l. {S'r'p route-map, p. 108.) 

At the hamlet of AmiKLEllierc 15 3 Helsian Custoin-liou^c (visa of "Irip- 
tyque " or iTiotor-car jjerniit). The Frenuh Custom-house is at Steen- 
woorde (the third house to the right on enlorinj). Usual formslities. 

Opposite tlie Custom-house lake I. C. 128 on Ihc left, ivhich, after several 
turnings, leads to Codewaersvelde. f.eavc the village on the left. 



E Chapel Choih. 



On the far side of Ihe level-crossing flic road rises, and the Addey on the 
top of Cats Hill soon comes into oiew. 

There is a magnificeni view from the wayside-cross on the plateau. Visit 
the monastery, whose buildings suffered greatly from the bombardments. 

Pass in front of the cross and take the second road on the right, which slopes 
down fairly quickly lo the uillage of Berthen, through which the tourist passes. 

In the hamlet of Schaexhen, opposite the inn with the sign " Au Viewe 
Schaexhen, " turn lo the left, passing in front of a small chateau in the middle 
of a wcod on the right, A plaleaa~-tto\r Htll — ploughed up by countless 
shells, is reached shortly afterwords. 

At the fork in the road turn lo the right (the road on the left leads back 
into Belgium). 

Go through the hamlet of La Crolx-de-Poperlnghe, then at the next fork 



lake Ih* road la Bellleul on the right. At BaiUtut leave the lunatU oiylum 
on the left. The French Gustom-houae is id the Bue d'Ypres. (In June, 
1919, there was as yel no corresponding oince at Locrein Belgium.) 

Bailleul sufTered terribly from the bombardments, most ot the houses 
being destroyed. 

Bailleul was taken by three German divisions on April 15, 1918, as well 
as Lille Hill and the Ravetsherg, to the west ot the town. But the next 
day the German force!:, who had orders to consolidate their success and 
turn the chain ot hitts from the south, were rudely checked by French 
divisions, rushed up to relieve their British comrades, and in three days, 
thanks to the prompt and vigorous action of General Pitain, they were 
driven back. 

Have a look round the Grande Place, be/ore taking Bue de Lille (JV. 42) 
on lite left. Al the Noaveaa-Mondc cross-roads, where there is an important 
munitions depot with railway-station, (urn sharply lo the left, leaving Lille 
Hill on Ike le/t. 

After Iwiee crossing the railway {I. c.) the Customs Barracks are passed. 
The road passes over three more level-crossings, skirls the frontier, crosses 
the railway, and then the Stilbeeque stream. Next pass through Nieppe vil- 
lage^almost entirely demolished; Ihen over the railway {I. c). Cross 
the Lys by the Nieppe Bridge and enter Armentlires. via the Bue de Nieppe. 

Al the cross-roods lake Bue Nationale on the right, and follow the Iram- 
lines as far as the crossing of Bue de Lille with Bue de Marie. Take Ihe 
laller lo the right, and cross the railway {I. c). 

For particulars concerning Armentl^res, see p. 49-54, ot the flrst Itinerary. 

Keep straight on to Boia-Grenler, turning lo Ihe right in front of Ihe ruined 
Church. 

Outside the village lake the second road on the right to Fleurbalx. 

Pass the church, of which a tew walls are still standing {photo below), 
then turn to Ihe left beyond the Square into Rue de Quesnes. Numerous 
concrete shelters were built inside the houses. 

Near the British cemetery the road turns lo the right, then to the left, and 
enters Laventie. Turn to the right in the Place de I'Eglise, Ihen lo the left 
over a level-crossing near Ihe station. 



A/ler several turnings the road runs post a smalt rained chapel, crosses 
a river, then turns to the rigid, and crosses Ihc Lijs. At Ihe first houses of 
Estalres, 100 yards beijond the bridge, lurri to the le/l, amid the ruins. 

Pass lh£ ruined gas-uwrlis imd follow Ihe main street shown in the photo 
belaiv. In the. middle-ground of this photograph arc seen the walla of tlic 
ctmrch, the slee[)le of wliich lias coUupscd. 



Leaveihe Sqaart on Ihs left, in which /ormerlg stood the IlOtct-de-Ville ; 
Ub ruined belfry is now a mere heap ot bricks and stutic^. 

Beyond a Gormnn cemetery on the righl. p'lua Ihrmigh Neuf-Berquln, afler 
whiclt, on turning to the le/t, Mervllle comes iiilo view. 



;a Troit-Praru!.. 



serried rows of liUle wooiien erosse?, each uiurking a British grove. 

I( time can lie spared (two or lliree hours) proceed as tar as Nieppe 
Forest, keeping stPaifjht on, and leaving Merville on the left. 



Conirarily to other forests i[i Ihe battle area, ISieppe Forest did not 
.suffer greatly, although, like the otherii, it concealed munitions and stores. 
(Note the numerous narrow-gauge rails lying along the roadside.) 

The roads themselves bear traces ot hastily constructed deFence- works. 

On the lett, near the outskirts ol the forest, a pathway leads to a ceme- 
tery containing British soldiers' graves. 

La MoTTE-Au-Bois,'lying in a clearing, suflerod little. Its 17th century 
chateau, which escaped destruction, can be reached by crossing the canal 
over a temporary bridge, leaving on the right a small octagonal chapel of 
no special interest 

Relarn by Ih dt Merville. and pass through it, taking a glance 

at the ruins of tt I h the right. Cross the canal, Ihe Lys, and Ihe 
railuiay near Ih II a d t n to the Icjl immedialely ajterwards. 

Follow the a I j II n ross il. The rood here runs parallel lo the 
canal. Al Ihe n xl f kl a n ihe left the road lo La Gorgue ; lurn lo Ihe 
right, cross th I aj and nier Lestrem. Beyond Ihe bridge over the 
Lame, pass Ihe church, then turn to llie rigid, and skirt Ihe grounds of an old 
ruined chateau. 

This chilleau — i;om|]lclcly restored in 1890 — was used by the Germans 
as an oliser\ation po^t an 1 subitqiicntly blown up by thcni on April 10, 
1918 [phoii p 122) 

On teming I utrt-m Ihe nid uinds On the left, broken fragments ol 
iron work mark the site of the dislillLr), which provided a UveUhood tor 
part ol the working population of La Fosse village. Ttie ruined church 
is teen to the Icjl, on the far fide of the canal. 



AND Siding. I,akh6 LL.) 



Go through llie biimlel of Zelobes, whicli, like that of Lobes, was razed 
to the ground. 

Passlhrougb what ujas Locon village (pAofo, p. 123). 

Lawe Canal, a/ler rumiing parulld lo the road, turns and crosses it. Cross 
the canat by the temporary bridge. 



Cross the Aires Caiiiil, pass llie railway station on the left, then through 
the horse-marltet lo the Ptace dc In Pepublique. Cross the taller and lake 
rtae da Rivage lo tlie Grande Place. 



Ill October, 1914, it saw tlii; oloso ot Llie llt'litiny which concluded the 
" race tu the ma, " uiid the stabilUiny: of Liio front here rcsullcd in more 
than six iituntlis of cuiitiiiuods lighting. 

A lilLle later, lliG.\rtoiK01TcnsivcoF 1915 found on cclio in local operalions 
for the possession ot key positions like Feslubert and Neuve-Chapelle, 
giving rise lo sanguinary struggles without decisive result tor either side. 

Finally, in 1918, it was the scene ol the third great German olTensive for 
the conquest ot the Hills (see, pp. 38-13). 



Tbe toonding In 984 ot the CoUegiaU Church of St. Bartholomew, hj 
Robert 1., ancestor of Sully, is the first mention ol B^thune in history. Hui 
town, onned In turn by the Counts oF Flanders, the Dukes of Burgundy, and 
the House of Austria, annexed to France at the Peace ot Nlmfegue in JSTS, 
taken in 1710 by the Triple Alliance, was finally restored to Franco In 1713 
by the Treaty of Utrecht. 

A fraternity, called the " Confrfrie des Gharitables ", still survivesa 
Founded after the plague oF 1188 by Lwa blacksmiths, to whom St. ELlol 
appeared in a vision, asking them to assist their fei low-countrymen who 
were dyine^ unsuccoured, it performed the burial Htes of the dead. 

During the Great War the town was intermittently bombarded for three 
end a half years, but from the end of February, 1918 to April 21 the vlo- 
tonco ot the shelling increased tenfold, and on the latter date the civil popu- 
lation had to be evacuated, the battle having carried the German lines 
to within two miles of B^thune. 



BftTHnnB {old tngroBlng). 



The ofQcials and tl)e miners ot the district were mentioned In Orden ol 
the Day for their courage and endurance. 

At first sight, the town does not seem to have suffered so much, but this 
Impression soon passes. 

The Grande Place (pAolo.p. 126), in which the chief beauties of this smaU 
town were concentrated, is now a heap of bricks and stones. 

Theoldhouseshave fallen down; only the facade of one ot them [No, 44), 
dating from the I6th century, remains, and even this one was severely 
damaged and is now supported by wooden props. 

■ Of the modern Hdtel-de-Ville there remains only a small portion of tbe 
facade {photo, p. 127), whilst the Savings Bank on the left is a shapeless 
ruin. 

The bellry, built in 1346 and restored forty years later, le still standing, 
but tbs upper portion of it ties disappeared, and Uie houses which suiroundMl 
It tuve faUaa down. 



BEthune. The Grande Placf. Before Ihe War. {Ctichi LL.) 



ILs toner is stunding as tar as the upper part of tlie Eun-dial, whilst the 
four admirable gargoyles which project at the corners, and the graceful curves 
of the pointed windows of its first storey, escaped injury. 



The remains of the spiral staircase leading to the top may stilt be seen, 
but the loth century wooden spire has gone. 

Tliis spire contained o peal of bells, one of which, dated 1576, was called 
" La Joyeuse. " 

" La Joyeuse " is silenced for ever. 



m 



r 



BtriivNE. The GnwDE Place. A/ler Ihe hombordmenl*. 



This peal gave il3 name to the street behind the bellry, which leads to 
the Church ot St.Vaast (1533^1545), whose massive tower was more than 
half-a-century later than the rest ot the building. 

To leave the town, rdurn from the Grande Place In Place de la Tiipu- 
blique. (In June, 1917, H loas impossible to take Rue d' Arras, which is the 
direct road, oil this pari of the town being obstructed by ruins). 

In the Place de la Ripubliqut take Boulevard Victor-Hugo on the right, 
and then Rue Mareelin-Berthetot, also on the right. At the cross-roads lake 
Rue de Lille lo the left. The Faubourg de Lille suffered severely from the 
bombardments. Take N. 41 alongside the Aire Canal. 

For four years the fighting never ceased in this region. Leaue the Fes- 
luberl sector on the right. Throughout the stniggle, the Canadians fought 



I)£thune. Hue d'Arrae, before 

KULTUn'S BLIGHT FELL OH IT. 

IClicM LL.) ISee below.) 



" Oui, vous avez raison, c'eat hideux le carnage, 

Qui, le progria bless^ recule et se debat, 

Notre Slide en fureur reioutoa au Moyen-Age, 

Mais sschans done noua battre, au moins, puisqu'an se bat. " 

Al Ihe crossing of N. 41 uiilh 43 leave the lalkr on Ihe right. 

Cross the Grande liue d'Annei/uin. From here, on the righl, coalpit 
No. 9 can be seen, witb its wrecked macliincry in the air — a mass ot twisted 
ironwork. 

The ruined village o/ Cambrin is ncxi passed Ihroiigh, On the olher side 
of Ihe level-crossing, leave on Ihe right the badiy dama};ed village'of Auchf - 
La-BassAe. The road now /ollouia the canal. After crossing the railway 
{t. c.) vast heaps ot broken railway trucks smashed by the shells can be seen 
in the fieUls on the risht. Farther un are eight or nine blockhouses which 
were formerly brirk-kilns. Turn to the left, cross the railway, then Ihe Aire 
Canal bg the m-v nim pension bridge (beside the old one shown in the photo- 
graph) and enter La Bass#e. no»- ii \w.\\i oF ruins. 

La Bassfie, an important ccnlre stitnJinp iit the junction ol several roads 
and railways, In the heart of lliu plain oC Flainier.s, soiith-wesl ot Lille, was 
the objective of many desperate slrngjjlos during liie war. 

In Octobrr, 19N, Llie district of La Bass^e was the ijcene of endless 
fighting between the Allied and enemy cavalry forces, the little town finally 
remaining in the bands of Lhe Germans. 

A year later, t.li« Liritish ofTciisivc in .'VrLois drove back the Germans south 
of La Bassie, whilst to the north the positions of Neuve-Chapelle and Aubers 
were bitterly disputed. However, the lines shitted but little, and La BassSe 
still remained in the centre ot the line of. fire. 



I. A BASSfeE (atd engramng). 

During ihe Germair ofleneive of 191Ft, the to'nii apain ceme Insid^ the 
German lines, but the enemy were driven out shorlly afterwards, during- the 
Allied oiTensive ttist led to the Armistice Bnd lo the eonEummstlon of 
victory. 

Go through the Rue d'Estairet, In vhtch there is s large and very high 
armoured shelter that served as an observation -post.' PasM the ruined 
ehurch [photo, p. 132), then tarn to the right into the Grande Place. Inside 
■ three -storied house, which later collapsed under the shell-lire (photo, p. 133), 
there was a German ob^ervation-poft o[ concrete, armed with machine- 



COtn^JtOKD 

j« Uia bleh 
liM'onlke 
tefl.) 



La BAiiti 

D'EBTAlBEi 



on Ihe tell, and 100 yards further on, cruss a larije avenue [hading lo the Cha- 
teau he Varneton). On the riglit, and connected witli i\', 41 by a small 
bridge, there is a large OnRMAN Gemeteuy willi a monument to the memory 
or the solJiers o( the 15th Regiment (Prinz Friedrich) (pholo, p. 133). 

The road leads to Fournes. the ouUkirlsof which are crossed by Rue Pas- 
teur. Pass an avenue ot line trees tcading to the ChSteaii oF Comte d'Hes- 
pBl, acetdentallg burned down. 

At the cross-roads there is a bandstand erected by the Germans, A crude 
painting on the back of the stand represents a tug-oNwar between a German 
and british, French and American soldiers, in which the German wins appa- 
rently with ease. Uiily, depicted as a monkey, is seen clinging to the 
rope. After turning to the right the road posses the large Gombert Board 
ing School, which was severely damaged. Behind it is a lai^e cemetery. 

Fotlo'V the road to the badly damaged villa<;e ot Beaucamps, where there 
are numerous concrete shelters Ia the houses. Al the cross-roads tarn lo 
the left. A wayside-cross, ten yards further on, indicates the road, A shvrl 
distance further on are the ruins of the Guateau de Flandhes, the basement 
ot which, ill reinforced concrete, was used as a machine-gun emplacement. 
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The tourist next cornea lo what was Radinghem. Beyond llie ruined 
church [photo, p. 133), turn lo the right past an armoured shelter which 
defended the ruad ; pais under (he railway, and at the hamlet of La Vallte, 
beyond a chapel, turn lo the right inio Enneti^res. The road conlinues through 
the ruin? nf Englos and Haubourdin. 



La BAdSfB. CONCRE 



Haubouhdik suffered eompara lively litUc from (he sheTIf, but likeall'lhe 
other occupied towns of France, it was subjected to exactions, war-levies, 
deportations and pillage. The German soldiers, wiion relieved Trom the 
Hindenbiirg line, had their rest-billets tliere. Tlie church (of no special 
interest], the hospital (15th century), and a chapel built in 1347, are still 
intact. 

After pissing Ihruiigli Loos, reliirn lo Lill*. enlTing by Ihc Delhiine Cole. 
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THE BRITISH EXPEDITIONARY FORCE. 191* 

Commander-in-Chie[, Pield-Marsual Sir John Frbnch. 



Field-Ma nsiiAL Viscount Allenbv, g. c b., c. u. a. 
Cauatrg Division. -NU-ior-Cion. Sm E. H, H. Alli^nby. 
■ Itl Can. Bde. : Bbio.-CJen. C. J. Omoas. Jld Can. Bde. : Biiiq.-Gbn, the Hon. C. K. 

$nd God. Bde. : Bnio.-CeN. U. he U. db Bingham. 

Lisle. 5Hi Cao. Bde. : Bnia.-GEK. Sin P. W. Chbt- 

Bnf Cau. Bde. : Bnia.-GEN. H. de la P. wode. 



Field-Mabshat. Eakl Haio, General Sir H. L. SHilH-DoRRin 



7Ift Inf. Bdl 


. : Bbiq.-Gen. 


F. W. N. Mc 








SIh Inf. Bde. 







First Army Corps. Lieut. -Gen. Sir Douglas Haiq. 
Brla.-aen. ft. A. : BriO.-Geh, H. S, Horbb, Br/o.-Gen. H. E. : Briq.-Gen. 3. H. RiM. 
UtDlviiion : Major-Gen. S. H. Lohax. indDiuMon : Major-Gbn. C. C Munro. 

Ill Guardt Bde. : Bric-Geh. F. I. Maxse. ilh GuardsBite.iBRia.-GBN. R.Scotr-KaOB, 
Snd Int. Bde. : Brio,-Gen. E. S. Bulfin. 5lh Inf. Bde. : Bhiq.-Geh. R. C. B. HAKind. 

8rd Inj. Bde. : Brio.-Gen. H. S. Landon. 6th In/. Bde. : Brio.-Gen. R. II. Davibi. 

Artillery : Brig.-Gen. N. D. Fibdlav. Arlillerij : Bbig.-Gbh. E. M. Percbvai. 

Second Army Cor/is. General Sm H. L. Smith-Doriiien. 
Brig.-Gen. B. A. : Bhiq.-Gen. A. tl. Short. Brig.. Gen. R.E.: Bbio.-Geh.A.E.Sandbach. . 
ard Division, Major-Gen. H. 1. W. Ha- 5lh Division, Major-Gen. Sir C. Ferous- 
HILTON. son, Bt. 

13(fi Inf. Bde. : Brio.-Geh. C. J. Cutudbh. 
14(ft Inf. Bde. : Bhig.-Gen. S. P. Roll 
15W Inf. Gde. ; Brig.-Gen. A. E. W. Covtn 
Olh Inf. Bde. : Brig.-Geh. F. C. Shaw. Gleicheh. 

Arlltlery : Bnio.-GEN. F. D. V. Winc. Arlilleru : Bbig.-Gen. J. E. W. Headlak. - 

19/(1 inf. Bde. : Major-Gen. L. DrombONd. 
Tliird Army Corps. Major-Gen. W. P. Pulteney. 

(Fcrnifd ill France, Augasl 31, 1919.) 

Brig.-Gen. R. A. : Drig.-Gen. E. J. Phillips-Hornby, V, C, 

Brig.-Gen. B. E. Brio.-Gen. F. M, Glubb. 

4ih Division, Major-Gen. T. D'O. Snow, (Embarked for S. Nmaire, Sept. S-9, 1914.1 

lOfA Inf. Bde. : Bbig.-Ggh. J. A. L. Haldakb. ICIft Inf. Bde. : Brig.-Gbh. E. C. Inoouvillb- 

Vlth Inf. Bde. : Bhio.-GeN. A. G. Hunter- Wiluahs. 

Wbstoh. 171/1 Inf. Bde. : Brio.-Gbk. W. H. B. Douk. 

191A Jn^ Bde. : Bbio.-Gbh. H. F. M. Wilson 181/i Inf. Bde. : BRia.-GBN, W. N. Coif 
Arlilleru : Brio.-Gen. G. F. Hilne. obevb, V. C. _, 

aa JXsJi/Bn, Majoh-Geh. J. L. if bir. ArlUlaru *. Briq<-Gbn. W. L. H. Pavkc. 



FIRST BATTLE OP TPRES. 

(October 19 — November 31, 1914.} 
Gtneral Officer Commanding-in-Chief, Fibld-Marbral Sir Jonn Frbncb. 
Caoalrg Corps. Gen. Sib E. H. H. Allbnby. 
U Can. DioUian : Hajor-Geh. H. db B. db 3rd Cao, Bit. : Bbio.-Geh. 



b-Gek. H. 

1(1 Can. Bde. : Brio.-Gen. C. J.Bniaos. 
tad Can. Bde, " ~ - - ■■ 



R. L. M< 
Cao.Dli>{sfan:MAJOit-GEN H.P. 

3rd Can. Divi. 
filk Cav. Bde. : Brio.-Gen. E. Makins. 



4I'I CnB. Bde. ; BRia.-GEK. C. B. BitillM 
5Mi Cae. Bde. : BRia.-GBH. P, f 



jr-Gen. J. W. BVNQ. 

1th Caa. Bde. : Brig.-Gen. C. U. KAVARAOa. 
■Gen. C. B, Bulkelev- Johnson. 



Flrti Armg Corpt. 
Ill DtuUlon : Hajor-Gen. S. H. Lohax. 
I«l Guard* Bde. : Bnia.-GEN. C. Pitzcla- 

rekce. V. C 
and Int. Bde. ■: Brio.-Gen. E. S. Bulpin. 
ird In/. Bdr. : Brig.-Geh. H. J. 3. Lahdon. 
ArtUUni : Brio.-Gek. E. A. FAneHAWE. 

Second Army Corps. 
BrdDicitlan : Major-Gen. C.J. Mackenzie. 
7Ih Inf. Bd'. : Bnia-G^iN. F. W. Mc Crakeh. 
SIh Int. Bde. : Briq.-Gen. B. J. C. Dorah. 
9lh Inf. Bde. : Bric.-Geh. F. C. Shaw. 
Arlilterg : Brio.-Gen. A. H. Short. 

Third Army Corps. 
AlhDIoltlon : Major-Gen. H. F. M. Wilson. 
lOfh Int. Bde. : Bnic-Gen. C. P. A. Huli.. 
nth Inf. Bde. ! Brio.-Gen. A, Hunter 



Gek. Sir D. Haio. 
2nd Diuittoa : Major-Gek. C. C. Monro. 
4lh GiKirdi Bde. : Briq.-Ghn. Lord Cavak. 
Sth In/. Bde. : Col. C. B. WebtuacoTt, 



Gen. Sir H. L. Smith-Dobbibn. 
Wt Diuhlon : MajOr.-Ghn. T. N. Uoriato. 
laift Inf. Bde. : Col. A, W. Martvn. 
\rlh In! Bde. : Brio.-Gen. E. S. Maude. 
15W Inf. Bde. : Brio.-Gen. A. E. W. Count 

ArlilUrn : Brioo.-Gen. J, E. W. Husi-AN. 

Gen. Sir W. P. Pulteney. 
6lh DiBifhn : Major.-Gen. T. L. Kbik. 
i6lh Inf. Bde. : Bhiq.-Gbn. E. C. iNOOUVlLUi 

Wll.LI*M9. ■ 

171(1 Inf. B-lt. : Brig.-Gen. W. R. B. DoraN. 
\Slh Inf. Bde. : Brio.-Gen. W. N. Conorbvk. 
19/A Int. Bde. : Briq.-Gen. Hon. F. GORDON. 
Artillery : Bnia.-GEN. W. H. L. PAOBt. 



iOth Inf. Bde. 

Brise. 
aui Inf. Bde. : Bhic-Gen. II. E. Waits. 

Indian Armij Corps. 
Srd {Lahore) Din. : Lieut.-Gsm. H. A. Wai- 

7Ui /nd. Bde. : Briii.-Geh. B. G. Eoebton. 
Vh Ind. Bde. : Major.-Gen. P. M. Carhbdy. 
AftlUem Bhio.-Gbn. F. E. Johnion. 



ii; Corps. Lieut.-Gen. Sir H. S. Rawlinson. 
7IA Dinision : Major-Gen. T. Capper. 
EN. H. RuoGLES- QSnd Inf. Bde. : Bhig.-Gen. S. T. B. Law- 



Arlitlera : Brig.-Gen. H. K. Jackson, 
Lieut.-Gen. Sir J. Willcocks. 
7Hi (Mferull Dio. : Lieut.-Gek. C. A. An- 

Mlh Ind. Bde. : Brio.-Gen. C. E. Johnson. 
SOIft Ind. Bde. : MAJOR.-Gmn. W-'^va "*»««- 
4l»l Ind. Bde. ■. ftTOtt,-G«.'«,2 - 3»*2?**~ 
ArUU«ni - ft»»».-^«»- K^K.^ctt**- 



THIRD BATIXB OP YPRES. 

(July 31— November 6, 1916.) 

General Officer Commaading-in-Cbief. Field-Marshal Sir Douglas Haig. 
First Army, Lieut.-Gen, Sib H. S. Hobne. 
IsMrmyCorpsiLiBUT.-GEN. A. E. A. Hol 



Second Arr 
Snd Army Corps (wilh 5, 



9lh Arma Cur/is ; Lieut-Gen, A. Hamclton GonDON. 

low Army Corps ; Majob.-Gen. Sih T. L, N. Mobland. 

Isl Amac Cnrps : Lieui.-Gen. Sib W. R. Bihdwood, 

2nd Amac Corps : Majok-Gek. Sir A. J. Godle*. 

Third Army. Lieut.-Gen. the Hon. Sir J. II. G. Bvnq. 

3rd Army Corps : Lieut.-Gen. Sin W. P. PulteheV. 

4IJi Army Corps : Lieut.-Gem. Sib C. L. Woollcohbe, 

6lh Army Corps : Majob.-Gen. J. A. L. Haldahb. 

nib Armg Corps ' Lieul-Ghn. Sib C. Ferousoh. 



Fifth Armg. Lieut.-Gen. Sir H, de la P, Gougu. 

and Armg Corps [tee 2nd Armi/) : Lieut.-Gbk. Sih C. W. Jacob. 

5Ih Army Corps : Lieut.-Gen. E. A. Fanshaw. 

«Ift Army Corps (see 2nd Army) : Major-Gen. Sir A. G. Hunter-Westdn. 

mil Army Corps : LiBOr.-Gaw. Loho Cavan. 

181A Army Carps : Major.-Gek. Sir F. L. Maxse. 

191/1 Army Corps : Majoh-Gek. H. E. Watts. 

JVeiu Zealand Division {Unalladied) ; Uajob-Gem, Sib A. H. Russelu 

Canadian Army Corps : Lieut.-Gen. Sir E. A. H. Aldebsoh. 



Pholo Russet, London. Phalo Chandler, Exeler 

Lord Byho, o. c b., k. c. h. o. Tub Eablov Cavah. k.p. 
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